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The Year Of Magical Thinking
A Daily Show correspondent turns her unique wit on herself, discussing what it was like to be raised by a Wiccan mother, her parents'
uncomfortable sex talks, all the strange jobs she had on the road to The Daily Show and much more.
The author recounts her 1982 visit to El Salvador and describes the terror, fear and political repression that permeated the country
Literary Nonfiction. Essay. Reading Joan Didion's iconic memoir The Year of Magical Thinking, Jacob Bacharach's thoughts are never far
from his brother, Nate, who died of an opioid addiction. Although he tries to be a "a cool customer" like Didion, he finds Nate's story breaking
through the text, stirring memories of their tight-knit childhood and defying his attempts to find "the truth" about a tragic death. In A COOL
CUSTOMER, Bacharach turns The Year of Magical Thinking into a blueprint for grief and self-discovery that anyone can follow. This book is
part of a new series from Fiction Advocate called Afterwords.
Incisive essays on Patty Hearst and Reagan, the Central Park jogger and the Santa Ana winds, from the New York Times–bestselling author
of South and West. In these eleven essays covering the national scene from Washington, DC; California; and New York, the acclaimed
author of Slouching Towards Bethlehem and The White Album “capture[s] the mood of America” and confirms her reputation as one of our
sharpest and most trustworthy cultural observers (The New York Times). Whether dissecting the 1988 presidential campaign, exploring the
commercialization of a Hollywood murder, or reporting on the “sideshows” of foreign wars, Joan Didion proves that she is one of the premier
essayists of the twentieth century, “an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our time” (Joyce Carol Oates, The
New York Times Book Review). Highlights include “In the Realm of the Fisher King,” a portrait of the White House under the stewardship of
Ronald and Nancy Reagan, two “actors on location;” and “Girl of the Golden West,” a meditation on the Patty Hearst case that draws an
unexpected and insightful parallel between the kidnapped heiress and the emigrants who settled California. “Sentimental Journeys” is a
deeply felt study of New York media coverage of the brutal rape of a white investment banker in Central Park, a notorious crime that exposed
the city’s racial and class fault lines. Dedicated to Henry Robbins, Didion’s friend and editor from 1966 until his death in 1979, After Henry is
an indispensable collection of “superior reporting and criticism” from a writer on whom we have relied for more than fifty years “to get the
story straight” (Los Angeles Times).
A witty and life-affirming account of a spiritual seeker’s year-long quest for enlightenment. 'What if you could find inner peace right where you
are? No one-way ticket to paradise required...' After a terrible year, feeling burned out and broken, Emma Howarth decided to go on a yearlong mystical adventure - from the comfort of her own home. The result was a year that changed everything. A year that turned frantic chaos
into life in the slow lane. A year of magic and moonlight and pink sky sunrises. A year fragranced with incense and burning herbs (that
sometimes smelled suspiciously illegal). A Year of Mystical Thinking is Emma's witty and life-affirming account of the year that transformed
her world. Each month she introduces a new spiritual practice, with practical, actionable tips - from how to create the perfect vision board to
living by the phases of the moon. Join Emma on her journey as she connects with spirit guides in February, obsesses over astrology in
August and learns about reiki in November.
In this dramatic adaptation of her award-winning, bestselling memoir, Joan Didion transforms the story of the sudden and unexpected loss of
her husband and their only daughter into a stunning and powerful one-woman play. “This happened on December 30, 2003. That may seem
a while ago but it won’t when it happens to you . . .” Michiko Kakutani in The New York Times called the memoir that was the basis for the
play, “an indelible portrait of loss and grief . . . a haunting portrait of a four-decade-long marriage." The first theatrical production of The Year
of Magical Thinking opened at the Booth Theatre on March 29, 2007, starring Vanessa Redgrave and directed by David Hare.
In this latest foray into the ailing American psyche, Joan Didion takes her scalpel to inauthenticity and dogma, and lays bare the
discrepancies between urban realities and the images peddled by America's attendant quack doctors. Like its great predecessors, 'Slouching
Towards Bethlehem' and 'The White Album', 'Sentimental Journeys' is a thoroughly astringent, bracing report on the State of the Union.
Magical thinking is on the rise. In a post-truth world it is vital to understand why - and what it means. Alan Moore: ..".the most lucid, coherent
and insightful intellect to emerge from British occultism for some several decades... his most considered and powerfully reasoned work to
date... Highly recommended."
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "Didion at her finest" —USA Today • An intricate, fast-paced novel about trying to create a context for democracy
and getting hands a little dirty in the process, complete with conspiracies, arms dealing, and assassinations. From the author of The Year of
Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean The narrator introduces Elena McMahon, estranged from a life of celebrity fundraisers
and from her powerful West Coast husband, Wynn Janklow, whom she has left, taking Catherine, her daughter, to become a reporter for The
Washington Post. She finds herself boarding a plane for Florida to see her father. She becomes embroiled in her his business even though
"she had trained herself since childhood not to have any interest in what he was doing." It is from this moment that she is caught up in
something much larger than she could have imagined. Didion makes connections among Dallas, Iran-Contra, and Castro, and points out how
"spectral companies with high-concept names tended to interlock." As this book builds to its terrifying finish, we see the underpinnings of a
dark historical underbelly.
A definitive compilation of essays and nonfiction writings spanning more than forty years includes the author's reflections on politics, lifestyle,
place, and cultural figures, including her studies of Haight-Ashbury, the Manson family, the Black Panthers, California earthquakes, Bill
Clinton and Kenneth Starr, and much more.
A collection of personal writings features observations on such topics as a contest of wills with a deranged cleaning lady, the emotional side
of killing a rodent in one's home, and the brief fame that accompanies starring in a commercial.
In less than a year, Neil Peart lost both his 19-year-old daughter, Selena, and his wife, Jackie. Faced with overwhelming sadness and
isolated from the world in his home on the lake, Peart was left without direction. That lack of direction lead him on a 5
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • From one of our most iconic and influential writers, the award-winning author of The Year of Magical
Thinking: a timeless collection of mostly early pieces that reveal what would become Joan Didion's subjects, including the press, politics,
California robber barons, women, and her own self-doubt. These twelve pieces from 1968 to 2000, never before gathered together, offer an
illuminating glimpse into the mind and process of a legendary figure. They showcase Joan Didion's incisive reporting, her empathetic gaze,
and her role as "an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our time" (The New York Times Book Review). Here,
Didion touches on topics ranging from newspapers ("the problem is not so much whether one trusts the news as to whether one finds it"), to
the fantasy of San Simeon, to not getting into Stanford. In "Why I Write," Didion ponders the act of writing: "I write entirely to find out what I'm
thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means." From her admiration for Hemingway's sentences to her acknowledgment that
Martha Stewart's story is one "that has historically encouraged women in this country, even as it has threatened men," these essays are
acutely and brilliantly observed. Each piece is classic Didion: incisive, bemused, and stunningly prescient.
Have you been naughty or nice? Get set for Christmas with our brand new magical Annual! Enjoy Elf-themed activities, stories and makes in
this charming new Annual and help make it the best Christmas holiday ever! Includes recipes, craft ideas, quizes, puzzles, jokes, fun facts,
etc.
Derek McCoy was a man who spent his entire life facing adversity and injustice. After being forced to settle with surviving rather than living,
he had finally found his place in the world, until everything was taken from him one last time. After losing his life to avenge his murdered
Page 1/4

Read Book The Year Of Magical Thinking
brother, he reincarnates until he finds a world worth living in, a world filled with magic and monsters. Follow him along his journey, from
grieving brother to alien soldier. From infant to Supreme Magus. ------------------------------------------- Tags: Transmigration, Male MC, Western
Fantasy Schedule: 12 chapters/week (unless I'm ill or stuff happens) Chapter Lenght: 1200 - 1400 words Warning: The MC is not a hero nor
an anti-hero. He is a broken, cynic and misanthropic person looking only for his own gain. If you are looking for a forgiving, nice, MC that
goes around saving people in distress, this is not your cup of tea. Same if you want an unchanging MC with no character development.
[In this book, the author] explores an intensely personal yet universal experience: a portrait of a marriage - and a life, in good times and bad that will speak to anyone who has ever loved a husband or wife or child. Several days before Christmas 2003, John Gregory Dunne and Joan
Didion saw their only daughter, Quintana, fall ill with what seemed at first flu, then pneumonia, then complete septic shock. She was put into
an induced coma and placed on life support. Days later - the night before New Year's Eve - the Dunnes were just sitting down to dinner after
visiting the hospital when John Gregory Dunne suffered a massive and fatal coronary. In a second, this close, symbiotic partnership of forty
years was over. Four weeks later, their daughter pulled through. Two months after that, arriving at LAX, she collapsed and underwent six
hours of brain surgery at UCLA Medical Center to relieve a massive hematoma. This ... book is Didion's attempt to make sense of the "weeks
and then months that cut loose any fixed idea I ever had about death, about illness ... about marriage and children and memory ... about the
shallowness of sanity, about life itself."--Jacket.

"Tracy Daugherty delves deep into the life of distinguished American author and journalist Joan Didion in this, the first printed
biography published about her life. Joan Didion lived a life in the public and private eye with her late husband, writer John Gregory
Dunne. Daugherty takes readers on a journey back through time, following a young Didion in Sacramento, through to her adult life
as a writer interviewing those who know and knew her personally, while maintaining a respectful distance from the reclusive
literary great." -When war broke out in Europe in 1914, it surprised a European population enjoying the most beautiful summer in memory. For
nearly a century since, historians have debated the causes of the war. Some have cited the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand; others have concluded it was unavoidable. In Europe’s Last Summer, David Fromkin provides a different answer:
hostilities were commenced deliberately. In a riveting re-creation of the run-up to war, Fromkin shows how German generals,
seeing war as inevitable, manipulated events to precipitate a conflict waged on their own terms. Moving deftly between diplomats,
generals, and rulers across Europe, he makes the complex diplomatic negotiations accessible and immediate. Examining the
actions of individuals amid larger historical forces, this is a gripping historical narrative and a dramatic reassessment of a key
moment in the twentieth-century.
In 1967, after a session with a psychiatrist she'd never seen before, eighteen-year-old Susanna Kaysen was put in a taxi and sent
to McLean Hospital. She spent most of the next two years in the ward for teenage girls in a psychiatric hospital as renowned for its
famous clientele—Sylvia Plath, Robert Lowell, James Taylor, and Ray Charles—as for its progressive methods of treating those who
could afford its sanctuary. Kaysen's memoir encompasses horror and razor-edged perception while providing vivid portraits of her
fellow patients and their keepers. It is a brilliant evocation of a "parallel universe" set within the kaleidoscopically shifting landscape
of the late sixties. Girl, Interrupted is a clear-sighted, unflinching document that gives lasting and specific dimension to our
definitions of sane and insane, mental illness and recovery.
"Little Shirley Hershey, named for a movie star, grew up with her nose pressed to the window of the glittering world. Three
locations shaped her - a family farm, a country school, and Lititz Mennonite Church. She later became a college president and
then a foundation executive, but the rosy-cheeked, barefoot farm girl never quite disappeared"--Publisher's description.
An incisive compilation of political essays, originally written for The New York Review of Books from 1988 to 2000, explores the
nature of American politics and political figures and the role of the media in transforming the American political landscape. Reprint.
35,000 first printing.
This enhanced eBook edition of Blue Nights includes three short films directed by Griffin Dunne and starring Joan Didion. Each
film blends Didion's incisive prose with images and mementos from her daughter's life. From one of our most powerful writers,
Blue Nights is a work of stunning frankness about losing a daughter. Richly textured with bits of her own childhood and married life
with her husband, John Gregory Dunne, and daughter, Quintana Roo, this new book by Joan Didion examines her thoughts, fears,
and doubts regarding having children, illness, and growing old. Blue Nights opens on July 26, 2010, as Didion thinks back to
Quintana’s wedding in New York seven years before. Today would be her wedding anniversary. This fact triggers vivid snapshots
of Quintana’s childhood—in Malibu, in Brentwood, at school in Holmby Hills. Reflecting on her daughter but also on her role as a
parent, Didion asks the candid questions any parent might about how she feels she failed either because cues were not taken or
perhaps displaced. “How could I have missed what was clearly there to be seen?” Finally, perhaps we all remain unknown to
each other. Seamlessly woven in are incidents Didion sees as underscoring her own age, something she finds hard to
acknowledge, much less accept. Blue Nights—the long, light evening hours that signal the summer solstice, “the opposite of the
dying of the brightness, but also its warning”—like The Year of Magical Thinking before it, is an iconic book of incisive and electric
honesty, haunting and profoundly moving.
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the recent 2 year-long Observer serial which every week featured a work of non
fiction). It is also a companion volume to McCrum's very successful 100 Best Novels published by Galileo in 2015. The list of
books starts in 1611 with the King James Bible and ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction. And in between, on
this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our culture we meet Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The Origin of
Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of Time and a whole host of additional works.
Willy Wonka's famous chocolate factory is opening at last! But only five lucky children will be allowed inside. And the winners are:
Augustus Gloop, an enormously fat boy whose hobby is eating; Veruca Salt, a spoiled-rotten brat whose parents are wrapped
around her little finger; Violet Beauregarde, a dim-witted gum-chewer with the fastest jaws around; Mike Teavee, a toy pistol-toting
gangster-in-training who is obsessed with television; and Charlie Bucket, Our Hero, a boy who is honest and kind, brave and true,
and good and ready for the wildest time of his life! "Rich in humor, acutely observant, Dahl lets his imagination rip in fairyland."
--The New York Times
"Hilariously witty, unflinchingly honest, and brimming with hope." Bobbi Brown "A fascinating, thorough, and truly helpful book. I loved it!"
Sarah Knight, New York Times bestselling author of Calm the F*ck Down The Happiness Project meets So Sad Today in this "hilariously
witty, unflinchingly honest" book from the beloved founder of Words of Women, contemplating the nature of negative emotions, and the
insights that allowed her to take back control. Five years ago, Lauren Martin was sure something was wrong with her. She had a good job in
New York, an apartment in Brooklyn, a boyfriend, yet every day she wrestled with feelings of inferiority, anxiety and irritability. It wasn't until a
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chance encounter with a (charming, successful) stranger who revealed that she also felt these things, that Lauren set out to better
understand the hold that these moods had on her, how she could change them, and began to blog about the wisdom she uncovered. It
quickly exploded into an international online community of women who felt like she did: lost, depressed, moody, and desirous of change.
Inspired by her audience to press even deeper, The Book of Moods shares Lauren's journey to infuse her life with a sense of peace and
stability. With observations that will resonate and inspire, she dives into the universal triggers every woman faces - whether it's a comment
from your mother, the relentless grind at your job, days when you wish the mirror had a Valencia filter, or all of the above. Blending cuttingedge science, timeless philosophy, witty anecdotes and effective forms of self-care, Martin has written a powerful, intimate, and incredibly
relatable chronicle of transformation, proving that you really can turn your worst moods into your best life.
In 1967, John Gregory Dunne asked for unlimited access to the inner workings of Twentieth Century Fox. Miraculously, he got it. For one
year Dunne went everywhere there was to go and talked to everyone worth talking to within the studio. He tracked every step of the creation
of pictures like "Dr. Dolittle," "Planet of the Apes," and "The Boston Strangler." The result is a work of reportage that, thirty years later, may
still be our most minutely observed and therefore most uproariously funny portrait of the motion picture business. Whether he is recounting a
showdown between Fox's studio head and two suave shark-like agents, watching a producer's girlfriend steal a silver plate from a restaurant,
or shielding his eyes against the glare of a Hollywood premiere where the guests include a chimp in a white tie and tails, Dunne captures his
subject in all its showmanship, savvy, vulgarity, and hype. Not since F. Scott Fitzgerald and Nathanael West has anyone done Hollywood
better. "Reads as racily as a novel...(Dunne) has a novelist's ear for speech and eye for revealing detail...Anyone who has tiptoed along those
corridors of power is bound to say that Dunne's impressionism rings true."--Los Angeles Times
The iconic writer's electrifying first novel is a story of marriage, murder and betrayal that only she could tell with such nuance, sympathy, and
suspense—from the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean. Everett McClellan
and his wife, Lily, are the great-grandchildren of pioneers, and what happens to them is a tragic epilogue to the pioneer experience—a
haunting portrait of a marriage whose wrong turns and betrayals are at once absolutely idiosyncratic and a razor-sharp commentary on the
history of California.
Proper Regency ladies are not supposed to become magicians—but Miss Abigail Wilder is far from proper. Abigail Wilder's father may be the
Lord Sorcier of England, but that does not mean that society is willing to accept her as a magician. When a dark lord of faerie threatens
London, however, Abigail is determined to uncover the truth and save Lord Longshadow's victims—and neither good manners nor her father's
worries will stop her. Abigail is not the only one investigating the terrible events in London, though. A street rat named Mercy soon insists on
joining her cause—and while Mercy's own magic is strange and foreboding, she may well pose an even greater danger to Abigail's heart. The
latest instalment in the series that began with Half a Soul weaves a dark faerie tale full of defiant hope. Pick up Longshadow, and return once
more to Olivia Atwater's charming, magical version of Regency England.
From the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean—a gorgeously written, bitterly
funny look at the relationship between politics and personal life. Moving deftly between romance, farce, and tragedy, from 1970s America to
Vietnam to Jakarta, Democracy is a tour de force from a writer who can dissect an entire society with a single phrase. Inez Victor knows that
the major casualty of the political life is memory. But the people around Inez have made careers out of losing track. Her senator husband
wants to forget the failure of his last bid for the presidency. Her husband's handler would like the press to forget that Inez's father is a
murderer. And, in 1975, America is doing its best to lose track of its one-time client, the lethally hemorrhaging republic of South Vietnam. As
conceived by Joan Didion, these personages and events constitute the terminal fallout of democracy, a fallout that also includes fact-finding
junkets, senatorial groupies, the international arms market, and the Orwellian newspeak of the political class.
Looks at the economics of the petroleum industry and traces how crude oil from fields around the world eventually becomes the gasoline for
automobiles, in a new edition containing an updated epilogue. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
Adam Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without death and no love without loss in this devastating yet uplifting story about two people
whose lives change over the course of one unforgettable day. New York Times bestseller * 4 starred reviews * A School Library Journal Best
Book of the Year * A Kirkus Best Book of the Year * A Booklist Editors' Choice of 2017 * A Bustle Best YA Novel of 2017 * A Paste Magazine
Best YA Book of 2017 * A Book Riot Best Queer Book of 2017 * A Buzzfeed Best YA Book of the Year * A BookPage Best YA Book of the
Year On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news: They’re going
to die today. Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re both looking to make a new friend on their End Day. The
good news: There’s an app for that. It’s called the Last Friend, and through it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great
adventure—to live a lifetime in a single day. In the tradition of Before I Fall and If I Stay, They Both Die at the End is a tour de force from
acclaimed author Adam Silvera, whose debut, More Happy Than Not, the New York Times called “profound.”
This volume considers the Russian writer Bulgakov's work, The master and Margarita. It opens with the editor's general introduction,
discussing the work in the context of the writer's oeuvre as well as its place within the Russian literary tradition. The introductory section also
includes considerations of existing translations and of textual problems in the original Russian. The following sections contain several wideranging articles by other scholars, primary sources and background material such as letters, memoirs, early reviews and maps.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “One of contemporary literature’s most revered essayists revives her raw records from a 1970s road trip across
the American southwest ... her acute observations of the country’s culture and history feel particularly resonant today.” —Harper’s Bazaar
Joan Didion, the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean, has always kept
notebooks—of overheard dialogue, interviews, drafts of essays, copies of articles. Here are two extended excerpts from notebooks she kept in
the 1970s; read together, they form a piercing view of the American political and cultural landscape. “Notes on the South” traces a road trip
that she and her husband, John Gregory Dunne, took through Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. Her acute observations about the small
towns they pass through, her interviews with local figures, and their preoccupation with race, class, and heritage suggest a South largely
unchanged today. “California Notes” began as an assignment from Rolling Stone on the Patty Hearst trial. Though Didion never wrote the
piece, the time she spent watching the trial in San Francisco triggered thoughts about the West and her own upbringing in Sacramento. Here
we not only see Didion’s signature irony and imagination in play, we’re also granted an illuminating glimpse into her mind and process.
In this witty and perceptive debut, a former editor at Psychology Today shows us how magical thinking makes life worth living. Psychologists
have documented a litany of cognitive biases- misperceptions of the world-and explained their positive functions. Now, Matthew Hutson
shows us that even the most hardcore skeptic indulges in magical thinking all the time-and it's crucial to our survival. Drawing on evolution,
cognitive science, and neuroscience, Hutson shows us that magical thinking has been so useful to us that it's hardwired into our brains. It
encourages us to think that we actually have free will. It helps make us believe that we have an underlying purpose in the world. It can even
protect us from the paralyzing awareness of our own mortality. In other words, magical thinking is a completely irrational way of making our
lives make rational sense. With wonderfully entertaining stories, personal reflections, and sharp observations, Hutson reveals our deepest
fears and longings. He also assures us that it is no accident his surname contains so many of the same letters as this imprint.
How do we write about magic? Responding to a renewed interest in the history of the occult, this volume examines the role of magic in a
series of methodological controversies in the humanities. In case studies ranging from the 'necromancy' of historiography to the strident
rationalism of the 'New Atheism,' Magical Thinking sets out the surprising ways in which scholars and critics have imagined the occult. The
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volume argues that thinking and writing about magic has engendered multiple epistemological crises, profoundly unsettling the understanding
of history and knowledge in Western culture. By examining how scholarly writing has contended and conspired with discourses of
enchantment, the book reveals the implications of magic - and its scholarship - for intellectual history.
One of the 20th century's enduring works, One Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and acclaimed novel known throughout the
world, and the ultimate achievement in a Nobel Prize–winning career. The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of
Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. In
the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and
decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility -- the variety of life,
the endlessness of death, the search for peace and truth -- these universal themes dominate the novel. Whether he is describing an affair of
passion or the voracity of capitalism and the corruption of government, Gabriel García Márquez always writes with the simplicity, ease, and
purity that are the mark of a master. Alternately reverential and comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the political, personal, and
spiritual to bring a new consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of languages, this stunning work is no less than an accounting of
the history of the human race.
In this moving and unexpected book, Joan Didion reassesses parts of her life, her work, her history, and ours. Where I Was From, in Didion’s
words, “represents an exploration into my own confusions about the place and the way in which I grew up, confusions as much about
America as about California, misapprehensions and misunderstandings so much a part of who I became that I can still to this day confront
them only obliquely.” The book is a haunting narrative of how her own family moved west with the frontier from the birth of her great-greatgreat-great-great-grandmother in Virginia in 1766 to the death of her mother on the edge of the Pacific in 2001; of how the wagon-train stories
of hardship and abandonment and endurance created a culture in which survival would seem the sole virtue. In Where I Was From, Didion
turns what John Leonard has called “her sonar ear, her radar eye” onto her own work, as well as that of such California writers as Frank
Norris and Jack London and Henry George, to examine how the folly and recklessness in the very grain of the California settlement led to the
California we know today–a state mortgaged first to the railroad, then to the aerospace industry, and overwhelmingly to the federal
government, a dependent colony of those political and corporate owners who fly in for the annual encampment of the Bohemian Club. Here is
the one writer we always want to read on California showing us the startling contradictions in its–and in America’s–core values. Joan
Didion’s unerring sense of America and its spirit, her acute interpretation of its institutions and literature, and her incisive questioning of the
stories it tells itself make this fiercely intelligent book a provocative and important tour de force from one of our greatest writers. From the
Hardcover edition.
“Dunne’s bravura plotting asserts an exhilarating mastery.” —The New York Times Book Review. In John Gregory Dunne’s celebrated third
novel, Los Angeles-based criminal defense attorney Dutch Shea, Jr. struggles to keep from falling apart after an act of terrorist violence
strikes his family, the loss pushing him towards a confrontation with his past and into a mystery involving the death of his father, a felon who
died in prison. Set in L.A. and Dunne’s hometown of Hartford, Connecticut, the novel follows Shea into a labyrinth of deception, corruption,
and criminal malice. Fighting to keep a host of disturbing memories tamped down, Shea plunges into his legal work, one embedding him in a
world of scammers and burglars, pimps and prostitutes, corrupt cops and shady private eyes. With unrivaled detail and pitch-black humor,
Dunne takes us into police precincts and criminal courtrooms, judge’s chambers and city morgues. The novel’s deft noir touches will remind
readers of Raymond Chandler and Dashiell Hammett, while Dunne’s command of legal dynamics and police procedures anticipates fiction
by Scott Turow, John Grisham and Michael Connelly. Introducing a sweeping cast of two dozen vivid characters, including Shea’s sometime
girlfriend, a judge who packs a pistol under her robe, Dutch Shea, Jr. - a Zola e-book exclusive - is a gripping, bleakly funny exploration of a
fallen world through which its past-haunted hero weaves, beset from within and without, for a series of fraught days.
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