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Papers On Native Americans
Early Encounters contains a selection of nineteen essays
from the papers of prominent New England historian,
antiquarian, and genealogist Warren Sears Nickerson
(1880-1966). This extensive study of his own family ties to the
Mayflower, and his exhaustive investigation of the first
contacts between Europeans and Native Americans, in what
is today New England, made him an unquestioned authority
in both fields. The research upon which the text of Early
Encounters is based occurred between the 1920s and the
1950s. Each of Nickerson’s works included in this carefully
edited volume is placed in its context by Delores Bird
Carpenter; she provides the reader with a wealth of useful
background information about each essay’s origin, as well as
Nickerson’s reasons for undertaking the research. Material is
arranged thematically: the arrival of the Mayflower; conflicts
between Europeans and Native Americans; and other topics
related to the history and legends of early European
settlement on Cape Cod. Early Encounters is a thoughtfully
researched, readable book that presents a rich and varied
account of life in colonial New England.
The reported population of American Indians and Alaska
Natives has grown rapidly over the past 20 years. These
changes raise questions for the Indian Health Service and
other agencies responsible for serving the American Indian
population. How big is the population? What are its health
care and insurance needs? This volume presents an up-todate summary of what is known about the demography of
American Indian and Alaska Native population--their age and
geographic distributions, household structure, employment,
and disability and disease patterns. This information is critical
for health care planners who must determine the eligible
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population for Indian health services and the costs of
providing them. The volume will also be of interest to
researchers and policymakers concerned about the future
characteristics and needs of the American Indian population.
Note: Freedmen are Afro-Americans.
Major Problems in American Indian HistoryDocuments and
EssaysHoughton Mifflin College Division
Each chapter includes documents and essays relating to the
chapter's central theme, many of which are written by Native
Americans.
Documents the generations of Native peoples who for twelve
millennia have moved through and eventually settled along
the rocky coast, rivers, lakes, valleys, and mountains of a
region now known as Maine.
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • A twisting, haunting true-life murder mystery
about one of the most monstrous crimes in American history,
from the author of The Lost City of Z. In the 1920s, the richest
people per capita in the world were members of the Osage
Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their
land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built
mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. Then,
one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an
Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One
of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was
just the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying
under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who
dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered.
As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the
case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a
former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the
mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a
Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and
together with the Osage began to expose one of the most
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chilling conspiracies in American history.
In the nineteenth century, nearly all Native American men
living along the southern New England coast made their living
traveling the world's oceans on whaleships. Many were
career whalemen, spending twenty years or more at sea.
Their labor invigorated economically depressed reservations
with vital income and led to complex and surprising
connections with other Indigenous peoples, from the islands
of the Pacific to the Arctic Ocean. At home, aboard ship, or
around the world, Native American seafarers found
themselves in a variety of situations, each with distinct racial
expectations about who was "Indian" and how "Indians"
behaved. Treated by their white neighbors as degraded
dependents incapable of taking care of themselves, Native
New Englanders nevertheless rose to positions of command
at sea. They thereby complicated myths of exploration and
expansion that depicted cultural encounters as the meeting of
two peoples, whites and Indians. Highlighting the shifting
racial ideologies that shaped the lives of these whalemen,
Nancy Shoemaker shows how the category of "Indian" was
as fluid as the whalemen were mobile.
A biography of America's founding father and those on whose
land he based the nation's futureGeorge Washington
dominates the narrative of the nation's birth, yet American
history has largely forgotten what he knew: that the country's
fate depended less on grand rhetorical statements of
independence and self-governance than on land - Indian
land. While other histories have overlooked thecentral
importance of Indian power during the country's formative
years, Colin G. Calloway here gives Native American leaders
their due, revealing the relationship between the man who
rose to become the most powerful figure in his country and
the Native tribes whose dominion he usurped.In this
sweeping new biography, Calloway uses the prism of
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Washington's life to bring focus to the great Native leaders of
his time - Shingas, Tanaghrisson, Bloody Fellow, Joseph
Brant, Red Jacket, Little Turtle - and the tribes they
represented: the Iroquois Confederacy, Lenape, Miami,
Creek,Delaware; in the process, he returns them to their
rightful place in the story of America's founding. The Indian
World of George Washington spans decades of Native
American leaders' interaction with Washington, from his early
days as surveyor of Indian lands, to his military career against
both theFrench and the British, to his presidency, when he
dealt with Native Americans as a head of state would with a
foreign power, using every means of diplomacy and
persuasion to fulfill the new republic's destiny by
appropriating their land. By the end of his life, Washington
knew more than anyone elsein America about the frontier and
its significance to the future of his country.The Indian World of
George Washington offers a fresh portrait of the most revered
American and the Native Americans whose story has been
only partially told. Calloway's biography invites us to look
again at the story of America's beginnings and see the
country in a whole new light.
An Introduction to Native North America provides a basic
introduction to the Native Peoples of North America, including
both Eskimos and Indians. Beginning with a discussion of the
geography of North America, this excellent text delves into
the history of research, basic prehistory, the European
invasion, and the impact of Europeans on Native cultures. A
final chapter covers contemporary Native Americans,
including issues of religion, health, and politics. Much of the
book is also written from the perspective of the ethnographic
present, and the various cultures are described as they were
at the specific times noted in the text.
The Battle of the Wabash: the U.S. Army's single worst defeat
at the hands of Native American forces. The Battle of
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Wounded Knee: an unfortunate, unplanned event that
resulted in the deaths of more than 150 Lakota Sioux men,
women, and children. These and other engagements
between white settlers and Native Americans were events of
profound historical significance, resulting in social, political,
and cultural changes for both ethnic populations, the lasting
effects of which are clearly seen today. The Encyclopedia of
North American Indian Wars, 1607–1890: A Political, Social,
and Military History provides comprehensive coverage of
almost 300 years of North American Indian Wars. Beginning
with the first Indian-settler conflicts that arose in the early
1600s, this three-volume work covers all noteworthy battles
between whites and Native Americans through the Battle of
Wounded Knee in December 1890. The book provides
detailed biographies of military, social, religious, and political
leaders and covers the social and cultural aspects of the
Indian wars. Also supplied are essays on every major tribe,
as well as all significant battles, skirmishes, and treaties.
In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater
disparities in health than others. Those disparities are caused
not only by fundamental differences in health status across
segments of the population, but also because of inequities in
factors that impact health status, so-called determinants of
health. Only part of an individual's health status depends on
his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like
poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing,
poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and
decaying neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities,
as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures,
policies, and norms that shape lives. When these factors are
not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are
intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social policies
that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in
Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the
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causes of and the solutions to health inequities in the United
States. This report focuses on what communities can do to
promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many
and varied stakeholders that are part of communities or
support them, as well as the root causes and structural
barriers that need to be overcome.
This book examines the treaties that promised selfgovernment, financial assistance, cultural protections, and
land to the more than 565 tribes of North America (including
Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada). • Examines more than twenty
primary source documents from treaties made between
American Indians and the U.S. government between the late
18th and 19th centuries • Contextualizes primary source
documents with essays on topics such as treaty-making, the
American Indian perspective, and treaties made between the
Civil War and Reconstruction period to help students more
fully understand their significance • Includes images of
original, signed treaties negotiated between tribes and the
U.S. government, which offers visual learners concrete
evidence by which to connect with the events that transpired
• Includes key terms such as "doctrine of discovery,"
"guardianship," and "sovereignty," enabling students to grasp
the complexity of federal negotiations
Who is a Native American? And who gets to decide? From
genealogists searching online for their ancestors to fortune
hunters hoping for a slice of casino profits from wealthy tribes,
the answers to these seemingly straightforward questions
have profound ramifications. The rise of DNA testing has
further complicated the issues and raised the stakes. In
Native American DNA, Kim TallBear shows how DNA testing
is a powerful—and problematic—scientific process that is useful
in determining close biological relatives. But tribal
membership is a legal category that has developed in
dependence on certain social understandings and historical
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contexts, a set of concepts that entangles genetic information
in a web of family relations, reservation histories, tribal rules,
and government regulations. At a larger level, TallBear
asserts, the “markers” that are identified and applied to
specific groups such as Native American tribes bear the
imprints of the cultural, racial, ethnic, national, and even tribal
misinterpretations of the humans who study them. TallBear
notes that ideas about racial science, which informed white
definitions of tribes in the nineteenth century, are
unfortunately being revived in twenty-first-century
laboratories. Because today’s science seems so compelling,
increasing numbers of Native Americans have begun to
believe their own metaphors: “in our blood” is giving way to
“in our DNA.” This rhetorical drift, she argues, has significant
consequences, and ultimately she shows how Native
American claims to land, resources, and sovereignty that
have taken generations to ratify may be seriously—and
permanently—undermined.

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • PEN/HEMINGWAY
AWARD WINNER • One of The New York Times 10
Best Books of the Year • A wondrous and shattering
novel that follows twelve characters from Native
communities: all traveling to the Big Oakland
Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they
may not yet realize. Among them is Jacquie Red
Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to
the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling
his life together after his uncle’s death and working
at the powwow to honor his memory. Fourteen-yearold Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the
very first time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of
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the plight of the urban Native American—grappling
with a complex and painful history, with an
inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with
communion and sacrifice and heroism. Hailed as an
instant classic, There There is at once poignant and
unflinching, utterly contemporary and truly
unforgettable.
Essay from the year 2001 in the subject American
Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: A-,
University of Tubingen (Amerikanistik), course: PS III
Landeskunde – American Native Cultural Studies,
language: English, abstract: The struggle of Native
Americans for their rights Already by the time the
first Europeans arrived in the “New World”, related
and unrelated Native American families had joined in
groups in order to survive in often harsh
environmental conditions. (Fixico 1998: 58). One of
the best known examples of this form of cooperation
is the Iroquois League. At the end of World War II,
when “people were too preoccupied with the war”
(Olsen 1984: 157), the first national organization of
Native Americans, the National Congress of
American Indians, was founded to “prevent any shift
back towards assimilation” (Olsen 1984: 157). This
was the first of many organizations devoted to the
struggle for Native American rights, such as the
Native American Youth Council, the American Indian
Civil Rights Council, and, most importantly, the
American Indian Movement. These groups have
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slowly adapted the measures and practices of
mainstream America (Fixico 1998: 190), i.e. they use
courts as a platform, they employ attorneys, and so
on. Moreover, they have the media attract public
attention for them. Therefore, the struggle for Native
American rights is an old struggle in new shape,
which provides a strong connection with the past. In
the following essay, I will summarize some of the
most important rights American Indians struggle for
today.
Three volume set covers all aspects of American
Indian culture, past and present.
An incisive look at American Indian and EuroAmerican relations from the 16th century to the
present, this book focuses on how such relations
have shaped the Native American political identity
and tactics in the ongoing struggle for power. Cornell
shows how, in the early days of colonization, Indians
were able to maintain their nationhood by playing off
the competing European powers; and how the
American Revolution and westward expansion
eventually caused Native Americans to lose their
land, social cohesion, and economic independence.
The final part of the book recounts the slow, steady
reemergence of American Indian political power and
identity, evidenced by militant political activism in the
1960s and early 1970s. By paying particular
attention to the evolution of Indian groups as
collective actors and to changes over time in Indian
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political opportunities and their capacities to act on
those opportunities, Cornell traces the Indian path
from power to powerlessness and back to power
again.
Experience Native American culture through
literature, celebrations, games and crafts. This
packet includes an introduction, a discussion of this
culture's role in U.S. history, and an extensive
selection of recommended literature.
"A study of the role blood quantum played in the
assimilation period between 1887 and 1934 in the
United States"-A resource for all who teach and study history, this
book illuminates the unmistakable centrality of
American Indian history to the full sweep of
American history. The nineteen essays gathered in
this collaboratively produced volume, written by
leading scholars in the field of Native American
history, reflect the newest directions of the field and
are organized to follow the chronological arc of the
standard American history survey. Contributors
reassess major events, themes, groups of historical
actors, and approaches--social, cultural, military, and
political--consistently demonstrating how Native
American people, and questions of Native American
sovereignty, have animated all the ways we consider
the nation's past. The uniqueness of Indigenous
history, as interwoven more fully in the American
story, will challenge students to think in new ways
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about larger themes in U.S. history, such as
settlement and colonization, economic and political
power, citizenship and movements for equality, and
the fundamental question of what it means to be an
American. Contributors are Chris Andersen, Juliana
Barr, David R. M. Beck, Jacob Betz, Paul T. Conrad,
Mikal Brotnov Eckstrom, Margaret D. Jacobs, Adam
Jortner, Rosalyn R. LaPier, John J. Laukaitis, K.
Tsianina Lomawaima, Robert J. Miller, Mindy J.
Morgan, Andrew Needham, Jean M. O'Brien, Jeffrey
Ostler, Sarah M. S. Pearsall, James D. Rice, Phillip
H. Round, Susan Sleeper-Smith, and Scott Manning
Stevens.
The essays gathered in this volume celebrate the
founding of the American Indian Workshop (AIW)
twenty-five years ago as a European forum for
Native American studies. We present this collection
of ongoing debates on the interlaced and interlocking
arena of Native American studies and its
complicated relation with Native Americans
themselves . These debates tie in with such
questions as: Can Native American studies shake off
its past and deal with the complexity of political and
academic issues in the present? Why, by whom and
for whom is research conducted within this domain
and who decides what the next step should be? This
volume is a modest response to these questions, to
the validation and substantiation of the cat's cradle of
practices of the many disciplines that comprise
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Native American studies, and an attempt to ask the
right questions, to get past the imperial categories,
and to thoughtfully mediate and reorientate
perspectives.
The “fascinating” #1 New York Times bestseller that
awakened the world to the destruction of American
Indians in the nineteenth-century West (The Wall
Street Journal). First published in 1970, Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee generated shockwaves with
its frank and heartbreaking depiction of the
systematic annihilation of American Indian tribes
across the western frontier. In this nonfiction
account, Dee Brown focuses on the betrayals,
battles, and massacres suffered by American
Indians between 1860 and 1890. He tells of the
many tribes and their renowned chiefs—from
Geronimo to Red Cloud, Sitting Bull to Crazy
Horse—who struggled to combat the destruction of
their people and culture. Forcefully written and
meticulously researched, Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee inspired a generation to take a second look at
how the West was won. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Dee Brown including rare
photos from the author’s personal collection.
Distributed by the University of Nebraska Press for
the University of Idaho Press In this brilliant
exploration of the history, mythology, ritual and
symbolism of the sacred pipe, author Jordan Paper
breaks new ground in assessing the importance of
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the pipe in Native American religion. Offering Smoke
provides a dazzling introduction to an aspect of
Native American culture heretofore never explored in
such depth or with such careful regard for the
religious and cultural sensitivities so vital for genuine
understanding.
Riding on the success of Indigenous Social Work
Around the World, this book provides case studies to
further scholarship on decolonization, a major
analytical and activist paradigm among many of the
world’s Indigenous Peoples, including educators,
tribal leaders, activists, scholars, politicians, and
citizens at the grassroots level. Decolonization seeks
to weaken the effects of colonialism and create
opportunities to promote traditional practices in
contemporary settings. Establishing language and
cultural programs; honouring land claims, teaching
Indigenous history, science, and ways of knowing;
self-esteem programs, celebrating ceremonies,
restoring traditional parenting approaches, tribal rites
of passage, traditional foods, and helping and
healing using tribal approaches are central to
decolonization. These insights are brought to the
arena of international social work still dominated by
western-based approaches. Decolonization draws
attention to the effects of globalization and the
universalization of education, methods of practice,
and international ’development’ that fail to embrace
and recognize local knowledges and methods. In this
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volume, Indigenous and non-Indigenous social work
scholars examine local cultures, beliefs, values, and
practices as central to decolonization. Supported by
a growing interest in spirituality and ecological
awareness in international social work, they
interrogate trends, issues, and debates in
Indigenous social work theory, practice methods,
and education models including a section on
Indigenous research approaches. The diversity of
perspectives, decolonizing methodologies, and the
shared struggle to provide effective professional
social work interventions is reflected in the
international nature of the subject matter and in the
mix of contributors who write from their contexts in
different countries and cultures, including Australia,
Canada, Cuba, Japan, Jordan, Mexico, New
Zealand, South Africa, and the USA.
"Intense and well-researched, . . . ambitious, . . .
magisterial. . . . Surviving Genocide sets a bar from
which subsequent scholarship and teaching cannot
retreat."--Peter Nabokov, New York Review of Books
In this book, the first part of a sweeping two-volume
history, Jeffrey Ostler investigates how American
democracy relied on Indian dispossession and the
federally sanctioned use of force to remove or
slaughter Indians in the way of U.S. expansion. He
charts the losses that Indians suffered from
relentless violence and upheaval and the attendant
effects of disease, deprivation, and exposure. This
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volume centers on the eastern United States from
the 1750s to the start of the Civil War. An
authoritative contribution to the history of the United
States' violent path toward building a continental
empire, this ambitious and well-researched book
deepens our understanding of the seizure of
Indigenous lands, including the use of treaties to
create the appearance of Native consent to
dispossession. Ostler also documents the resilience
of Native people, showing how they survived
genocide by creating alliances, defending their
towns, and rebuilding their communities.
This volume will revise the way we look at the
modern populations of Latin America and North
America by providing a totally new view of the history
of Native American and African American peoples
throughout the hemisphere. Africans and Native
Americans explores key issues relating to the
evolution of racial terminology and European
colonialists' perceptions of color, analyzing the
development of color classification systems and the
specific evolution of key terms such as black,
mulatto, and mestizo, which no longer carry their
original meanings. Jack Forbes presents strong
evidence that Native American and African contacts
began in Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean and that
Native Americans may have crossed the Atlantic
long before Columbus.
Winner of the 2020 Robert F. Sibert Informational
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Book Medal A 2020 American Indian Youth
Literature Picture Book Honor Winner “A wonderful
and sweet book . . . Lovely stuff.” —The New York
Times Book Review Told in lively and powerful verse
by debut author Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is
an evocative depiction of a modern Native American
family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura Belpre Award
winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-Neal.
Fry bread is food. It is warm and delicious, piled high
on a plate. Fry bread is time. It brings families
together for meals and new memories. Fry bread is
nation. It is shared by many, from coast to coast and
beyond. Fry bread is us. It is a celebration of old and
new, traditional and modern, similarity and
difference. A 2020 Charlotte Huck Recommended
Book A Publishers Weekly Best Picture Book of
2019 A Kirkus Reviews Best Picture Book of 2019 A
School Library Journal Best Picture Book of 2019 A
Booklist 2019 Editor's Choice A Shelf Awareness
Best Children's Book of 2019 A Goodreads Choice
Award 2019 Semifinalist A Chicago Public Library
Best of the Best Book of 2019 A National Public
Radio (NPR) Best Book of 2019 An NCTE Notable
Poetry Book A 2020 NCSS Notable Social Studies
Trade Book for Young People A 2020 ALA Notable
Children's Book A 2020 ILA Notable Book for a
Global Society 2020 Bank Street College of
Education Best Children's Books of the Year List
Remarkable for their eloquence, depth of feeling, and
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oratorical mastery, these 82 compelling speeches
encompass five centuries of Indian encounters with
nonindigenous people. Beginning with a 1540 refusal by
a Timucua chief to parley with Hernando de Soto ("With
such a people I want no peace"), the collection extends
to the 20th-century address of activist Russell Means to
the United Nations affiliates and members of the Human
Rights Commission ("We are people who love in the
belly of the monster"). Other memorable orations include
Powhatan's "Why should you destroy us, who have
provided you with food?" (1609); Red Jacket's "We like
our religion, and do not want another" (1811); Osceola's
"I love my home, and will not go from it" (1834); Red
Cloud's "The Great Spirit made us both" (1870); Chief
Joseph's "I will fight no more forever" (1877); Sitting
Bull's "The life my people want is a life of freedom"
(1882); and many more. Other notable speakers
represented here include Tecumseh, Seattle, Geronimo,
and Crazy Horse, as well as many lesser-known leaders.
Graced by forceful metaphors and vivid imagery
expressing emotions that range from the utmost
indignation to the deepest sorrow, these addresses are
deeply moving documents that offer a window into the
hearts and minds of Native Americans as they struggled
against the overwhelming tide of European and
American encroachment. This inexpensive edition, with
informative notes about each speech and orator, will
prove indispensable to anyone interested in Native
American history and culture.
FINALIST FOR THE 2019 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 ANDREW CARNEGIE
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MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE A NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Named a best book of 2019 by The New
York Times, TIME, The Washington Post, NPR, Hudson
Booksellers, The New York Public Library, The Dallas
Morning News, and Library Journal. "Chapter after
chapter, it's like one shattered myth after another." - NPR
"An informed, moving and kaleidoscopic portrait...
Treuer's powerful book suggests the need for soulsearching about the meanings of American history and
the stories we tell ourselves about this nation's past.." New York Times Book Review, front page A sweeping
history—and counter-narrative—of Native American life
from the Wounded Knee massacre to the present. The
received idea of Native American history—as
promulgated by books like Dee Brown's megabestselling 1970 Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee—has
been that American Indian history essentially ended with
the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee. Not only did one
hundred fifty Sioux die at the hands of the U. S. Cavalry,
the sense was, but Native civilization did as well.
Growing up Ojibwe on a reservation in Minnesota,
training as an anthropologist, and researching Native life
past and present for his nonfiction and novels, David
Treuer has uncovered a different narrative. Because they
did not disappear—and not despite but rather because of
their intense struggles to preserve their language, their
traditions, their families, and their very existence—the
story of American Indians since the end of the nineteenth
century to the present is one of unprecedented
resourcefulness and reinvention. In The Heartbeat of
Wounded Knee, Treuer melds history with reportage and
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memoir. Tracing the tribes' distinctive cultures from first
contact, he explores how the depredations of each era
spawned new modes of survival. The devastating
seizures of land gave rise to increasingly sophisticated
legal and political maneuvering that put the lie to the
myth that Indians don't know or care about property. The
forced assimilation of their children at government-run
boarding schools incubated a unifying Native identity.
Conscription in the US military and the pull of urban life
brought Indians into the mainstream and modern times,
even as it steered the emerging shape of self-rule and
spawned a new generation of resistance. The Heartbeat
of Wounded Knee is the essential, intimate story of a
resilient people in a transformative era.
Bartolomé de Las Casas was the first and fiercest critic
of Spanish colonialism in the New World. An early
traveller to the Americas who sailed on one of
Columbus's voyages, Las Casas was so horrified by the
wholesale massacre he witnessed that he dedicated his
life to protecting the Indian community. He wrote A Short
Account of the Destruction of the Indies in 1542, a
shocking catalogue of mass slaughter, torture and
slavery, which showed that the evangelizing vision of
Columbus had descended under later conquistadors into
genocide. Dedicated to Philip II to alert the Castilian
Crown to these atrocities and demand that the Indians
be entitled to the basic rights of humankind, this
passionate work of documentary vividness outraged
Europe and contributed to the idea of the Spanish 'Black
Legend' that would last for centuries.
These reports summarize the current state of what is
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known about various health and healthcare issues that
affect the United States. An introductory chapter gives an
overview of the report as a whole, along with a look at
the science and preparation of the report. Along with the
findings, reports may present directories of related
resources.
A masterful and unsettling history of “Indian Removal,”
the forced migration of Native Americans across the
Mississippi River in the 1830s and the state-sponsored
theft of their lands. In May 1830, the United States
formally launched a policy to expel Native Americans
from the East to territories west of the Mississippi River.
Justified as a humanitarian enterprise, the undertaking
was to be systematic and rational, overseen by
Washington’s small but growing bureaucracy. But as the
policy unfolded over the next decade, thousands of
Native Americans died under the federal government’s
auspices, and thousands of others lost their possessions
and homelands in an orgy of fraud, intimidation, and
violence. Unworthy Republic reveals how expulsion
became national policy and describes the chaotic and
deadly results of the operation to deport 80,000 men,
women, and children. Drawing on firsthand accounts and
the voluminous records produced by the federal
government, Saunt’s deeply researched book argues
that Indian Removal, as advocates of the policy called it,
was not an inevitable chapter in U.S. expansion across
the continent. Rather, it was a fiercely contested political
act designed to secure new lands for the expansion of
slavery and to consolidate the power of the southern
states. Indigenous peoples fought relentlessly against
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the policy, while many U.S. citizens insisted that it was a
betrayal of the nation’s values. When Congress passed
the act by a razor-thin margin, it authorized one of the
first state-sponsored mass deportations in the modern
era, marking a turning point for native peoples and for
the United States. In telling this gripping story, Saunt
shows how the politics and economics of white
supremacy lay at the heart of the expulsion of Native
Americans; how corruption, greed, and administrative
indifference and incompetence contributed to the
debacle of its implementation; and how the
consequences still resonate today.
Associates each letter of the alphabet with information
concerning the various Indian tribes of Montana.
Includes reproducible pages of activities.
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