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Original Gangstas
The infamous Suge Knight, former Death Row Records CEO, and Keffe D are
the only living eyewitnesses to the deadly confrontation on the Las Vegas strip
between the occupants of our two vehicles. A violent confrontation that led to the
deaths of two of Hip-Hop's biggest stars (Tupac Shakur & Christopher 'Notorious
B.I.G.' Wallace) and changed Hip-Hop history forever. There's a strict code on
the streets. One that real street players live, kill, and die by. Compton Street
Legend reveals the street-level code violations and the explosive consequences
when the powerful worlds of the streets, entertainment, and corrupt law
enforcement collide. More than twenty years after the premature deaths of Tupac
and Biggie there have been numerous TV specials, documentaries, books,
magazine and newspaper, and social media dedicated to the subject. But at the
end of the day, none of the private investigators, retired police officers,
informants, Hip-Hop heads, actors, or academics that have weighed in on the
topic truly know what happened and the reasons behind it, because none of them
were there. Duane 'Keffe D' Davis, a native of Compton, California, admittedly
lived most of his life as a gangster; a real gangster that did the shit that real
gangsters do. He rose up the gang-banging ranks to become a shot-caller for the
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notorious Southside Compton Crips, while running a multi-million dollar, multistate drug empire. Keffe D has been a central figure in both the Tupac Shakur
and Biggie murders for the past 20 years. COMPTON STREET LEGEND will add
valuable information about two of the biggest "unsolved" crimes in American
history. It will serve as the missing piece of the puzzle that Hip-Hop Fans have
been waiting for. On the surface, COMPTON STREET LEGEND will look like a
story based on violence and hate, it is actually a story about Love, Family,
Brotherhood, Loyalty, Trust, and Honor. It's time to set the story straight. Fasten
your seatbelts.
New York magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York
Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the trusted resource for
readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and
excitement of the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an
idea.
This acclaimed novel reveals the life of a Vietnamese family in America through
the knowing eyes of a child finding her place and voice in a new country. In 1978
six refugees—a girl, her father, and four “uncles”—are pulled from the sea to begin
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a new life in San Diego. In the child’s imagination, the world is transmuted into
an unearthly realm: she sees everything intensely, hears the distress calls of
inanimate objects, and waits for her mother to join her. But life loses none of its
strangeness when the family is reunited. As the girl grows, her matter-of-fact
innocence eddies increasingly around opaque and ghostly traumas: the
cataclysm that engulfed her homeland, the memory of a brother who drowned
and, most inescapable, her father’s hopeless rage.
From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad
and The Nickel Boys: a hilarious and supremely original novel set in the
Hamptons in the 1980s, "a tenderhearted coming-of-age story fused with a sharp
look at the intersections of race and class” (The New York Times). Benji Cooper
is one of the few Black students at an elite prep school in Manhattan. But every
summer, Benji escapes to the Hamptons, to Sag Harbor, where a small
community of Black professionals have built a world of their own. The summer of
’85 won’t be without its usual trials and tribulations, of course. There will be
complicated new handshakes to fumble through and state-of-the-art profanity to
master. Benji will be tested by contests big and small, by his misshapen haircut
(which seems to have a will of its own), by the New Coke Tragedy, and by his
secret Lite FM addiction. But maybe, just maybe, this summer might be one for
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the ages. Look for Colson Whitehead’s bestselling new novel, Harlem Shuffle!
Praise for How to Rap: "Filled with real tools and overflowing with inspiration, this
comprehensive how-to manual examines the art and craft of rap. . . . Both
newcomers to rap and more experienced listeners and artists can gain insights in
the time-honored tradition of learning from the past, as told straight from the
artists’ mouths. . . . Highly recommended." --Library Journal Featuring an array
of rap techniques never before explained or cataloged--such as flams, triplets,
lazy tails, and vibrato--HOW TO RAP 2 is a must-read for MCs looking to take
their craft to the next level, as well as anyone fascinated by rapping and its
complexity. Filled with exclusive insights from hip-hop's most innovative artists,
such as Tech N9ne, Crooked I, The Pharcyde, Das EFX, Del the Funky
Homosapien, and Big Daddy Kane, this book takes you through the intricacies of
rhythm, rhyme, and vocal delivery, delving into the art form in unprecedented
detail. Paul Edwards is a writer and researcher of hip-hop. He is regarded as a
leading expert on hip-hop and rap, and has been referred to as "the Aristotle of
hip-hop poetics" by internationally acclaimed and award-winning poet Dana
Gioia. He is the author of How to Rap. Gift of Gab, of the group Blackalicious, is
noted as one of the most dexterous and versatile MCs of all time.
The History of Gangster Rap is a deep dive into one of the most fascinating
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subgenres of any music category to date. Sixteen detailed chapters, organized
chronologically, examine the evolution of gangster rap, its main players, and the
culture that created this revolutionary music. From still-swirling conspiracy
theories about the murders of Biggie and Tupac to the release of the 2015 film
Straight Outta Compton, the era of gangster rap is one that fascinates music
junkies and remains at the forefront of pop culture. Filled with interviews with key
players such as Snoop Dogg, Ice-T, and dozens more, as well as sidebars,
breakout bios of notorious characters, lists, charts, and more, The History of
Gangster Rap is the be-all-end-all book that contextualizes the importance of
gangster rap as a cultural phenomenon.
“An intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist
(starred review) “Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de
force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta
Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best YA Book of All Time
(2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of
the Walter Dean Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult
Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA
Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed Best YA Book of 2017
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An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the
time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who
killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A
chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what
fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his
brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No
snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in
the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on
the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? As the
elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who
gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the
gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the
only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know
that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the
next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead
Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they
were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried
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to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that
fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back
waistband of his jeans, MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as
the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his
brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he
knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told
in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious,
dazzlingly brilliant look at teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason
Reynolds.
Rapper Bun B lends his street cred and occasionally his face to the creative,
hilarious, and just flat-out fun imaginings of Shea Serrano in Bun B’s Rap
Coloring and Activity Book. Described by the Washington Post as “what every
hip-hop head wishes they had as a child,” this imaginative work started as a
series of printable rap-related coloring and activity images. The 48-page, fully
interactive book of coloring pages, unbelievably clever activities, and smart plays
on rap culture brings these stars and their music right into your living
room.Featured rappers include: Bun B Queen Latifah Drake Talib Kweli Ice-T
Common Wiz Khalifa Ludacris LL COOL J Big Boi Childish Gambino Questlove
B.o.B Mac Miller And many, many more! Praise for Bun B's Rap Coloring and
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Activity Book: “A star-studded cast of some of the biggest names in rap, all in
one book.” —Fast Company’s Co.Create blog “It’s 48 pages long, and that’s the
exact same number of pages the Bible has, and that’s not an accident. That’s a
little thing called God’s will.” —Vice.com “The book is funny, smart, and as kidtested, mother-approved as some of these guys get.” —Vulture.com
“Hilarious…razor sharp.” —XXL “If you've spent any kind of time on the Internet,
chances are something Shea Serrano has written, drawn, or created has made
you smile . . . The book’s a load of fun, and is sure to please rap nerds and
crayon-wielding tykes alike.” —Village Voice “There’s art, humor and education,
fun for young and old.” —Paste magazine “This is one of the few Tumblr-to-book
projects that doesn’t make me want to punch my computer in disgust. If the
phrase ‘see if you can build a Budden’ doesn’t make you chuckle, then you
should stay away from hip-hop or jokes.” —Christopher R. Weingarten, SPIN
“Bun B’s Rap Coloring and Activity Book is gangsta!” —Mass Appeal.com "48
pages of MC worship mixed with a generous measure of the kind of casual
dissing of its star players that hip-hop excels at.” —Esquire “When I’m listening
to Drake, I sometimes feel blue. Now, thanks to Bun B’s Rap Coloring and
Activity Book, I can make Drake blue, too. And for that, I am eternally grateful.”
—Ryan Dombal, Pitchfork.com “The hip-hop coloring book is the single most
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important thing to happen to color since Cam’s pink Range Rover. Everyone
should want a Serrano in their baño.” —Nate Erickson, GQ “Like the old saying
goes, the crayon is mightier than the sword. Bun B and Shea have assembled a
perfect collection of today’s brightest hip hop stars for fans of all ages to create,
color and remix. The Rap Coloring and Activity Book is like your own personal
mixtape that you can hang on your fridge and impress everyone with.” —Mike
Ayers, Rolling Stone “Fans can now color inside the lines of hip-hop greats.” —LA
Times’ Jacket Copy blog “It’s gotta be a first—for rap and for coloring.” —Houston
Chronicle “For rap aficionados young and old.” —GQ.com “You may want to buy
two copies—one to color, and one to keep fresh and new.” —Buzzfeed “The
perfect coloring book for any hip-hop nerd.” —Complex magazine “If you have not
already purchased a copy, put down this magazine immediately and go buy Bun
B’s Rap Coloring and Activity Book.” —Kindling Quarterly “A playful celebration
of rap
A stunning investigation of the life and legend of Mexican kingpin Joaquín Archivaldo
“El Chapo” Guzmán Loera, building on Noah Hurowitz’s revelatory coverage for
Rolling Stone of El Chapo’s federal drug-trafficking trial. This is the true story of how El
Chapo built the world’s wealthiest and most powerful drug-trafficking operation, based
on months’ worth of trial testimony and dozens of interviews with cartel gunmen,
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Mexican journalists and political figures, Chapo’s family members, and the DEA agents
who brought him down. Over the course of three decades, El Chapo was responsible
for smuggling hundreds of tons of cocaine, marijuana, heroin, meth, and fentanyl
around the world, becoming in the process the most celebrated and reviled drug lord
since Pablo Escobar. El Chapo waged ruthless wars against his rivals and former allies,
plunging vast areas of Mexico into unprecedented levels of violence, even as many in
his home state of Sinaloa continued to view him as a hero. This unputdownable book,
written by a great new talent, brings El Chapo’s exploits into a focus that previous
profiles have failed to capture. Hurowitz digs in deep beyond the legends and delves
into El Chapo’s life and legacy—not just the hunt for him, revealing some of the most
dramatic and often horrifying moments of his notorious career, including the infamous
prison escapes, brutal murders, multi-million-dollar government payoffs, and the
paranoia and narcissism that led to his downfall. From the evolution of organized crime
in Mexico to the militarization of the drug war to the devastation wrought on both sides
of the border by the introduction of synthetic opioids like fentanyl, this book is a gripping
and comprehensive work of investigative, on-the-ground reporting.
The weekly source of African American political and entertainment news.
Fully updated to include Baadassss and The Hebrew Hammer and to cover the deaths
of Isaac Hayes and Rudy Rae Moore In the early 1970s a type of film emerged that
featured all-black casts; really cool soul, R 'n' B, and disco soundtracks; characters
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sporting big guns, big dashikis, and even bigger 'fros; and had some of the meanest,
baddest attitudes to shoot their way across the screen. An antidote to the sanitized
"safe" images of blackness that Sidney Poitier and Bill Cosby presented to America,
these films depicted a reality about the world which African-American audiences could
identify with, even if the stories themselves were pure fantasy. This guide reviews and
discusses more than 60 Blaxploitation films, considering them from the perspectives of
class and racial rebellion, genre, and Stickin' it to the Man. Subgenres covered include
Blaxploitation horror films, kung-fu movies, westerns, and parodies.
Praised by many reviewers, an illustrated, unflinching expose+a7 reveals the greed,
corruption, murder, and exploitation behind the unparalleled success of Death Row
Records, responsible for spreading rap to the masses. Reprint.
With a new preface by the author. Ten years after his murder, Tupac Shakur is even
more loved, contested, and celebrated than he was in life. His posthumously released
albums, poetry, and motion pictures have catapulted him into the upper echelon of
American cultural icons. In Holler If You Hear Me, “hip-hop intellectual” Michael Eric
Dyson, acclaimed author of the bestselling Is Bill Cosby Right?, offers a wholly original
way of looking at Tupac that will thrill those who already love the artist and enlighten
those who want to understand him.
A deeply human story, Fentanyl, Inc. is the first deep-dive investigation of a hazardous
and illicit industry that has created a worldwide epidemic, ravaging communities and
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overwhelming and confounding government agencies that are challenged to combat it.
“A whole new crop of chemicals is radically changing the recreational drug landscape,”
writes Ben Westhoff. “These are known as Novel Psychoactive Substances (NPS) and
they include replacements for known drugs like heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, and
marijuana. They are synthetic, made in a laboratory, and are much more potent than
traditional drugs”—and all-too-often tragically lethal. Drugs like fentanyl, K2, and
Spice—and those with arcane acronyms like 25i-NBOMe— were all originally conceived
in legitimate laboratories for proper scientific and medicinal purposes. Their formulas
were then hijacked and manufactured by rogue chemists, largely in China, who change
their molecular structures to stay ahead of the law, making the drugs’ effects
impossible to predict. Westhoff has infiltrated this shadowy world. He tracks down the
little-known scientists who invented these drugs and inadvertently killed thousands, as
well as a mysterious drug baron who turned the law upside down in his home country of
New Zealand. Westhoff visits the shady factories in China from which these drugs
emanate, providing startling and original reporting on how China’s vast chemical
industry operates, and how the Chinese government subsidizes it. Poignantly, he
chronicles the lives of addicted users and dealers, families of victims, law enforcement
officers, and underground drug awareness organizers in the U.S. and Europe. Together
they represent the shocking and riveting full anatomy of a calamity we are just
beginning to understand. From its depths, as Westhoff relates, are emerging new
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strategies that may provide essential long-term solutions to the drug crisis that has
affected so many.
Original GangstasThe Untold Story of Dr. Dre, Eazy-E, Ice Cube, Tupac Shakur, and
the Birth of West Coast RapHachette Books
New York Times Bestseller - Washington Post Bestseller - Pitchfork Book Club
selection The Rap Year Book takes readers on a journey that begins in 1979, widely
regarded as the moment rap became recognized as part of the cultural and musical
landscape, and comes right up to the present. Shea Serrano deftly pays homage to the
most important song of each year. Serrano also examines the most important moments
that surround the history and culture of rap music—from artists’ backgrounds to issues
of race, the rise of hip-hop, and the struggles among its major players—both personal
and professional. Covering East Coast and West Coast, famous rapper feuds, chart
toppers, and show stoppers, The Rap Year Book is an in-depth look at the most
influential genre of music to come out of the last generation. Complete with
infographics, lyric maps, hilarious and informative footnotes, portraits of the artists, and
short essays by other prominent music writers, The Rap Year Book is both a narrative
and illustrated guide to the most iconic and influential rap songs ever created.
Meet Ceazia, a very attractive, very good girl who has just left the safety of her parents'
home and entered into the world of bad boys and fast money. Ceazia thinks the world
belongs to her when she meets Vegas, one of the Tidewater, Virginia area's most
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notorious drug dealers. Even though a relationship with Vegas goes against everything
her parents taught her, she still can't resist his bad boy persona. He's fine, sexy, and
ready to give her anything her heart desires—just what the doctor ordered for a broke,
wannabe diva. This might just end up being the biggest mistake of her life.
Street gangs are a major concern for residents in many inner-city communities.
However, gangs’ secretive and, at times, delinquent tendencies limit most people’s
exposure to the realities of gang life. Based on eighteen months of qualitative research
on the streets of Indianapolis, Real Gangstas provides a unique and intimate look at the
lives of street gang members as they negotiate a dangerous peer environment in a
major midwestern city. Timothy R. Lauger interviewed and observed a mix of fifty-five
gang members, former gang members, and non-gang street offenders. He spent much
of his fieldwork time in the company of a particular gang, the “Down for Whatever
Boyz,” who allowed him to watch and record many of their day-to-day activities and
conversations. Through this extensive research, Lauger is able to understand and
explain the reasons for gang membership, including a chaotic family life, poverty, and
the need for violent self-assertion in order to foster the creation of a personal identity.
Although the book exposes many troubling aspects of gang life, it is not a simple
descriptive or a sensationalistic account of urban despair and violence. Steeped in the
tradition of analytical ethnography, the study develops a central theoretical argument:
combinations of street gangs within cities shape individual gang member behavior
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within those urban settings. Within Indianapolis, members of rival gangs interact on a
routine basis within an ambiguous and unstable environment. Participants believe that
many of their contemporaries claiming gang affiliations are not actually “real” gang
members, but instead are imposters who gain access to the advantages of gang
membership through fraud and pretense. Consequently, the ability to discern “real”
gang members—or to present oneself successfully as a real gang member—is a critical
part of gangland Indianapolis. Real Gangstas offers an objective and fair
characterization of active gang members, successfully balancing the seemingly
conflicting idea that they generally seem like normal teenagers, yet are abnormally
concerned with—and too often involved in—violence. Lauger takes readers to the edge of
an actual gang conflict, providing a rare and up-close look at the troubling processes
that facilitate hostility and violence.
You're now about to witness the story of a little boy who was born and raised in
Compton, California. His journey began as a young man who grew up poor but would
eventually evolve to become part of the "World's Most Dangerous Group." They would
be known as one of the most influential groups in the history of hip-hop music. What's
their name? N.W.A. His life would take him to the highest of heights in music to the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. His story will take you on a rollercoaster ride, starting from
the beginning of his music career to the rise and breakup of the group. He will also
share some of his private moments in the final years of the life of his friend, Eazy-E.
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This is the untold story of Antoine "DJ Yella" Carraby, who's coming...Straight Outta
Compton.
"Raw, authoritative, and unflinching ... An elaborately detailed, darkly surprising,
definitive history of the LA gangsta rap era."---Kirkus, starred review A monumental,
revealing narrative history about the legendary group of artists at the forefront of West
Coast hip-hop: Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg, and Tupac Shakur. Amid rising
gang violence, the crack epidemic, and police brutality, a group of unlikely voices cut
through the chaos of late 1980s Los Angeles: N.W.A. Led by a drug dealer, a glammedup producer, and a high school kid, N.W.A gave voice to disenfranchised African
Americans across the country. And they quickly redefined pop culture across the world.
Their names remain as popular as ever--Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, and Ice Cube. Dre soon
joined forces with Suge Knight to create the combustible Death Row Records, which in
turn transformed Snoop Dogg and Tupac Shakur into superstars. Ben Westhoff
explores how this group of artists shifted the balance of hip-hop from New York to Los
Angeles. He shows how N.W.A.'s shocking success lead to rivalries between members,
record labels, and eventually a war between East Coast and West Coast factions. In
the process, hip-hop burst into mainstream America at a time of immense social
change, and became the most dominant musical movement of the last thirty years. At
gangsta rap's peak, two of its biggest names--Tupac and Biggie Smalls--were
murdered, leaving the surviving artists to forge peace before the genre annihilated
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itself. Featuring extensive investigative reporting, interviews with the principal players,
and dozens of never-before-told stories, Original Gangstas is a groundbreaking addition
to the history of popular music.
A passionate, critically incisive biography of one of the most influential rappers of all
time, Tupac Shakur, and how he came to dominate hip-hop in the 1990s
"A monumental, revealing narrative history about the legendary group of artists at the
forefront of West Coast hip-hop: Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg, and Tupac
Shakur,"--Amazon.com.
Some people say that life won't give you more than you can handle...but those people
are liars. My life has never been easy. I've had my fair share of pain-every moment is a
fight to survive. With my brother on his deathbed, it's up to me to provide and protect
what's left of my broken family. I do things I never thought I'd be capable of, becoming a
person so hardened to the world that when I look in the mirror, all I see is a stranger.
When a twist of fate lands me at rock bottom, I make the ultimate decision and give
away the only thing I have left-my freedom. I belong to them now... The Beast. The
Brains. The Bastard. The Dixens have their secrets but they aren't the only ones hiding
something. When the truth finally emerges, our worlds will collide in a potent mixture of
sex, drugs, and bloodshed. Either we will fall under the weight of our deception or it will
make us untouchable-bound irrevocably to each other. Sometimes you have to trust the
gangsters. Sometimes it takes a gun to stay alive. And sometimes, it takes both.
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Whether along race, class or generational lines, hip-hop music has been a source of
controversy since the beats got too big and the voices too loud for the block parties that
spawned them. America has condemned and commended this music and the culture
that inspires it. Dubbed ''the Hip-Hop Intellectual' by critics and fans for his pioneering
explorations of rap music in the academy and beyond, Michael Eric Dyson is uniquely
situated to probe the most compelling and controversial dimensions of hip-hop culture.
Know What I Mean? addresses salient issues within hip hop: the creative expression of
degraded youth that has garnered them global exposure; the vexed gender relations
that have made rap music a lightning rod for pundits; the commercial explosion that has
made an art form a victim of its success; the political elements that have been
submerged in the most popular form of hip hop; and the intellectual engagement with
some of hip hops most influential figures. In spite of changing trends, both in the music
industry and among the intelligentsia, Dyson has always supported and interpreted this
art that bloomed un watered, and in many cases, unwanted from our inner cities. For
those who wondered what all the fuss is about in hip hop, Dysons bracing and brilliant
book breaks it all down.
If asked to list the greatest innovators of modern American poetry, few of us would think
to include Jay-Z or Eminem in their number. And yet hip hop is the source of some of
the most exciting developments in verse today. The media uproar in response to its
controversial lyrical content has obscured hip hop's revolution of poetic craft and
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experience: Only in rap music can the beat of a song render poetic meter audible,
allowing an MC's wordplay to move a club-full of eager listeners.Examining rap history's
most memorable lyricists and their inimitable techniques, literary scholar Adam Bradley
argues that we must understand rap as poetry or miss the vanguard of poetry today.
Book of Rhymes explores America's least understood poets, unpacking their
surprisingly complex craft, and according rap poetry the respect it deserves.
A New Yorker writer’s intimate, revealing account of Tupac Shakur’s life and legacy,
timed to the fiftieth anniversary of his birth and twenty-fifth anniversary of his death. In
the summer of 2020, Tupac Shakur’s single “Changes” became an anthem for the
worldwide protests against the murder of George Floyd. The song became so popular,
in fact, it was vaulted back onto the iTunes charts more than twenty years after its
release—making it clear that Tupac’s music and the way it addresses systemic racism,
police brutality, mass incarceration, income inequality, and a failing education system is
just as important now as it was back then. In Changes, published to coincide with the
fiftieth anniversary of Tupac’s birth and twenty-fifth anniversary of his death, Sheldon
Pearce offers one of the most thoughtful and comprehensive accounts yet of the
artist’s life and legacy. Pearce, an editor and writer at The New Yorker, interviews
dozens who knew Tupac throughout various phases of his life. While there are plenty of
bold-faced names, the book focuses on the individuals who are lesser known and offer
fresh stories and rare insight. Among these are the actor who costarred with him in a
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Harlem production of A Raisin in the Sun when he was twelve years old, the high
school drama teacher who recognized and nurtured his talent, the music industry
veteran who helped him develop a nonprofit devoted to helping young artists, the Death
Row Records executive who has never before spoken on the record, and dozens of
others. Meticulously woven together by Pearce, their voices combine to portray Tupac
in all his complexity and contradiction. This remarkable book illustrates not only how he
changed during his brief twenty-five years on this planet, but how he forever changed
the world.
Rikers Island is the centerpiece of the New York City Department of Corrections, a
sprawling prison city of concrete and steel with housing for more than 16,000 inmates.
Early in 1995, it was also the temporary home of legendary rapper and actor Tupac
Shakur, incarcerated for a crime he swore he did not commit. And it was there that
Angela Ardis, acting on a late-night wager among her friends and coworkers, sent a
letter, along with a photo and her phone number. To her utter delight and amazement,
Angela's phone rang a short while later. Tupac Shakur was on the line. Over the next
several months, Angela and Tupac shared a near-daily exchange of letters, poems and
phone calls, and their the relationship quickly grew into something neither of them could
quite define, a kinship of souls that touched each in unexpected ways. Those original
poems and letters, many of them written after Tupac's transfer from Rikers to
Dannemora State Prison, are presented here, along with the increasingly passionate
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and personal phone calls that touched on every subject imaginable. Far from the media
spotlight, Tupac was by turns playful, sensual and serious, offering sharp observations
on prison, music and the uncertainties of life. His letters to Angela reflect how he felt
about being shot five times and left for dead one terrible night in New York in 1994, and
his heartfelt verse encapsulates his dreams for the future--a future that would be so
tragically cut short just over eighteen months after their correspondence began. Tupac
Shakur was shot on September 7th, 1996 and died a week later from his injuries. His
murder remains unsolved, an ending as enigmatic as his life. But while Tupac may be
gone, his words live on here, giving every fan a rare glimpse inside the mind and
unbroken spirit of a passionate and unpredictable musical icon. Angela Ardis is an
author, screenwriter, actress and model.
A biography of the American record producer, hip hop producer, rapper, actor, and
record executive reveals the family dynamics that shaped him and his music, the story
behind the breakup of N.W.A., and his longstanding friendship with Snoop.
This invaluable addition to Springer’s Explorations of Educational Purpose series is a
revelatory ethnographic account of the visual material culture of contemporary youths in
North America. The author’s detailed study follows apparently dissimilar groups (black
and Latino/a in a New York City after-school club, and white and Indigenous in a small
Canadian community) as they inflect their nascent identities with a sophisticated sense
of visual material culture in today’s globalized world. It provides detailed proof of how
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much ethnography can add to what we know about young people’s development, in
addition to its potential as a model to explore new and significant avenues in pedagogy.
Supported by a wealth of ethnographic evidence, the analysis tracks its subjects’
responses to strikingly diverse material ranging from autobiographical accounts by rap
artists to the built environment. It shows how young people from the world’s cultural
epicenter, just like their counterparts in the sub-Arctic, construct racial, geographic and
gender identities in ways that are subtly responsive to what they see around them,
blending localized characteristics with more widely shared visual references that are
now universally accessible through the Web. The work makes a persuasive case that
youthful engagement with visual material culture is a relational and productive activity
that is simultaneously local and global, at once constrained and enhanced by
geography, and possesses a potent and life-affirming authenticity. Densely interwoven
with young people’s perspectives, the author’s account sets out an innovative and
interdisciplinary conceptual framework affording fresh insights into how today’s youth
assimilate what they perceive to be significant. Supported by a wealth of ethnographic
evidence, the analysis tracks its subjects’ responses to strikingly diverse material
ranging from autobiographical accounts by rap artists to the built environment. It shows
how young people from the world’s cultural epicenter, just like their counterparts in the
sub-Arctic, construct racial, geographic and gender identities in ways that are subtly
responsive to what they see around them, blending localized characteristics with more
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widely shared visual references that are now universally accessible through the Web.
The work makes a persuasive case that youthful engagement with visual material
culture is a relational and productive activity that is simultaneously local and global, at
once constrained and enhanced by geography, and possesses a potent and lifeaffirming authenticity. Densely interwoven with young people’s perspectives, the
author’s account sets out an innovative and interdisciplinary conceptual framework
affording fresh insights into how today’s youth assimilate what they perceive to be
significant. Supported by a wealth of ethnographic evidence, the analysis tracks its
subjects’ responses to strikingly diverse material ranging from autobiographical
accounts by rap artists to the built environment. It shows how young people from the
world’s cultural epicenter, just like their counterparts in the sub-Arctic, construct racial,
geographic and gender identities in ways that are subtly responsive to what they see
around them, blending localized characteristics with more widely shared visual
references that are now universally accessible through the Web. The work makes a
persuasive case that youthful engagement with visual material culture is a relational
and productive activity that is simultaneously local and global, at once constrained and
enhanced by geography, and possesses a potent and life-affirming authenticity.
Densely interwoven with young people’s perspectives, the author’s account sets out
an innovative and interdisciplinary conceptual framework affording fresh insights into
how today’s youth assimilate what they perceive to be significant.
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Experience the stunning rise, fall, and legacy of N.W.A. and how they put their stamp
on pop culture, black culture, and hip-hop music forever in this “incredibly vivid look at
one of music’s most iconic groups” (Associated Press). In 1986, a group was formed
that would establish the foundation of gangsta rap and push the genre forward,
electrifying fans with their visceral and profane lyrics that glorified the dark ways of
street life and brazenly challenged the police system. Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, MC
Ren, and DJ Yella caused a seismic shift in hip-hop when they decided to form N.W.A
in 1986. With their hard-core image, bombastic sound, and lyrics that were equal parts
poetic, lascivious, conscious, and downright in-your-face, N.W.A spoke the truth about
life on the streets of Compton, California—then a hotbed of poverty, drugs, gangs, and
unemployment. Going beyond the story portrayed in the 2015 blockbuster movie
Straight Outta Compton, through firsthand interviews, extensive research, and topnotch storytelling, Los Angeles Times music reporter Gerrick Kennedy transports you
back in time and offers a front-row seat to N.W.A’s early days and the drama and
controversy that followed the incendiary group as they rose to become multiplatinum
artists. Kennedy leaves nothing off the table in his pursuit of the full story behind the
group’s most pivotal moments, such as Ice Cube’s decision to go solo after their debut
studio album became a smash hit; their battle with the FBI over inflammatory lyrics;
incidents of physical assault; Dr. Dre’s departure from the group to form Death Row
Records with Suge Knight; their impact on the 1992 L.A. riots; Eazy-E’s battle with
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AIDS; and much more. A bold, riveting, “non-stop, can’t-put-it-down ride” (Library
Journal), Parental Discretion Is Advised unveils the true and astonishing history of one
of the most transcendent and controversial musical groups of the 1980s and 1990s.
"Backstory 4 lives up to the high standards of the previous volumes, providing us with
intimate, funny, insightful conversations with the highly articulate and film-literate
screenwriters and writer-directors of many of the most memorable American films from
the 1970s and 1980s, the era of the movie brats, the cult film, and the blockbuster.
Each interview is a revelation. Both the interviewers and the subjects are great
company. Editor Patrick McGilligan has done it again." --Matthew Bernstein, editor of
Controlling Hollywood
Best Film Book - The Phantom's Annual "B"wards 2017 Larry Cohen: The Stuff of Gods
and Monsters traces the extraordinary career of the legendary writer/producer/director
responsible for such cult and classic films as Black Caesar, It's Alive, God Told Me To,
The Private Files of J. Edgar Hoover, Q - The Winged Serpent, The Stuff, Maniac Cop,
and Phone Booth. Creator of some of the most diverse and thematically rich genre films
that have been made in American independent cinema, Cohen's oeuvre has embraced
horror, science fiction, thrillers, Westerns, comedies, the biographical film, and
blaxploitation gangster movies. At turns provocative, disturbing, and humorous, his
distinctly personal works in film, television, and theater are distinguished by their
ferocious intelligence, biting satire, and powerful emotionalism. Over the course of 28
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chapters, this in-depth career-length interview is an entertaining, enlightening, and
gripping account of the singular career of a true American original. "For those of us who
love the works of Larry Cohen, this is the most revealing and informative material ever
published about him. And if by some chance you don't know about Larry's remarkable
career, take this opportunity to learn how one maverick writer/director/producer has
been able to survive and flourish in the ever changing madhouse of show biz." -- Joe
Dante, director of The Howling, Gremlins and The 'Burbs "Basically a 600-page Q&A
followed by extensive notes and appendices, Larry Cohen delivers the longtime
maverick moviemaker’s story straight from the auteur’s mouth. Following a recounting
of Cohen’s youth, early success as an episodic TV writer, and subsequent work as a
big screen scenarist, Cohen and Doyle explore the writer/director’s prolific output film
by film, from his provocative 1970 racial fable, Bone, and subsequent Blaxploitation fare
(Black Caesar, Hell Up in Harlem), through such subversive scare classics as the It’s
Alive trilogy, Q:The Winged Serpent, The Stuff, and the Maniac Cop series, up to his
2005 Masters of Horror episode, “Pick Me Up.” Having interviewed the auteur during
his Phone Booth and Cellular thriller resurgence (VS #48), we can attest to the
filmmaker’s storytelling skills, on more than ample display in this massive volume.
Cohen-heads will not want to miss." -- Videoscope
A suspenseful memoir from the real life American gangster, Frank Lucas In his own words,
Frank Lucas recounts his life as the former heroin dealer and organized crime boss who ran
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Harlem during the late 1960s and early 1970s. From being taken under the wing of old time
gangster Bumpy Johnson, through one of the most successful drug smuggling operations, to
being sentenced to seventy years in prison, Original Gangster is a chilling look at the rise and
fall of a modern legacy. Frank Lucas realized that in order to gain the kind of success he
craved he would have to break the monopoly that the Italian mafia held in New York. So Frank
cut out middlemen and began smuggling heroin into the United States directly from his source
in the Golden Triangle by using coffins. Making a million dollars per day selling "Blue
Magic"—what was known as the purest heroin on the street—Frank Lucas became one of the
most powerful crime lords of his time, while rubbing shoulders with the elite in entertainment,
politics, and crime. After his arrest, Federal Judge Sterling Johnson, the special narcotics
prosecutor in New York at the time of Lucas' crimes, called Lucas and his operation "one of the
most outrageous international dope-smuggling gangs ever, an innovator who got his own
connections outside the U.S. and then sold the narcotics himself in the street." This powerful
memoir reveals what really happened to the man whose career was dramatized in the 2007
feature film American Gangster, exposing a startling look at the world of organized crime.
The public library - a haven of calm, source of information, home to the student, the geek and
the aging librarian. Or so you might think. Don Borchert's ten years as assistant librarian have
taught him that a library is more than just a place to borrow books, it's also a place where
people hide from the law, fall in love, fight, deal drugs, introduce their children to reading, look
up porn and pursue their dreams. Borchett's hilarious memoir delves behind the bookshelves
as he discovers the weird, dangerous and downright dirty world of a public library and the
fearless civil servants who patrol its aisles.
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Now in a revised edition, this book is the only published study devoted to Larry Cohen and his
significance as a great American filmmaker. The first edition is long out of print and often
sought after. This edition covers all the director’s films, television work and screenplays, and
contains an updated interview with the director as well as interviews with his colleagues
Janelle Webb Cohen, Michael Moriarty and James Dixon. The filmography and bibliography
are also updated.
The long-anticipated inside look at the extraordinary career of the man who brought Sexy
Back, the legendary producer in the pantheon of music greats as influential and
groundbreaking as Motown’s Berry Gordy and a memoir of the creative process. Hailed by the
New Yorker as “the eminence grise behind half of what is great in the Top Forty these days,”
world-renowned producer Timbaland has been a fixture on the pop charts, with more top-ten
hits than Elvis or the Beatles. An artist whose fans are multi-racial and multi-generational,
Timbaland works with the hottest artists, from Mariah Carey and Missy Elliott to Justin
Timberlake, Nelly Furtado, Madonna, and his childhood friend, Pharrell Williams. Yet this
celebrity is a uniquely private man who shuns parties, stays out of gossip columns, and rarely
gives interviews. Deliberately choosing to tour by bus and conspicuously bling-free, he
maintains a low-key lifestyle. If he’s not at the recording studio, he is at home with his family.
In The Emperor of Sound, Timbaland offers fans an unprecedented look into his life and work.
Completely uncensored and totally honest, he reveals the magic behind the music, sharing the
various creative impulses that arise while he’s producing, and the layering of sounds that have
created dozens of number one hits. Cinematically written, full of revealing anecdotes and
reflections from today’s most popular music icons, The Emperor of Sound showcases this
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master’s artistry and offers an extraordinary glimpse inside this great musical mind.
A founder and former CEO of Ruthless Records traces his four-decade career in the music
business, describing his role in the careers of such artists as Elton John, Van Morrison, and
Marvin Gaye, revealing his efforts to promote the New Wave and rap music genres, and
relating his insider witness to and participation in numerous edgy deals. Reprint. 30,000 first
printing.
U.S. Steel created Gary, Indiana. The new steel plant and town built on the site in 1906 were
at once a triumph of industrial capitalism and a bold experiment in urban planning. Gary
became the canvas onto which the American public projected its hopes and fears about
modern, industrial society. In its prime, Gary was known as "the magic city," "steel's greatest
achievement," and "an industrial utopia"; later it would be called "the very model of urban
decay." S. Paul O'Hara traces this stark reversal of fortune and reveals America's changing
expectations. He delivers a riveting account of the boom or bust mentality of American
industrialism from the turn of the 20th century to the present day.
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