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Every year millions of Americans visit national parks and monuments, state and municipal
parks, battlefield areas, historic houses, and museums. By means of guided tours, exhibits,
and signs, visitors to these areas receive a very special kind of educatio
This book is a unique and insightful resource for those planning to re-create a historic
environment, other museum and history professionals, graduate students, and interested nonprofessionals. Detailed case studies appear throughout, along with practical tips, checklists,
and source lists.
The Value of Museums makes the case that the niche museums has always been public wellbeing. This guide shows museums how to assess and communicate that essential public
value.
Programming for People with Special Needs: A Guide for Museums and Historic Sites will help
museums and historic sites become truly inclusive educational experiences. The book is
unique because it covers education and inclusion for those with both intellectual and learning
disabilities. The book features the seven key components of creating effective programming for
people with special needs, especially elementary and secondary students with intellectual
disabilities: Sensitivity and awareness training Planning and communication Timing
Engagement and social/life skills Object-centered and inquiry-based programs Structure
Flexibility In addition, this book features and discusses programs such as the Museum of
Modern Art‘s Meet Me program and ones for children with autism at the Transit Museum in
Brooklyn as models for other organizations to adapt for their use. Its focus on visitors of all
ages who have cognitive or intellectual disabilities or special needs makes this title essential
for all museum and historic site professionals, especially educators or administrators, but also
for museum studies students and those interested in informal education.
Across North America, hundreds of reconstructed Oliving historyO sites, which traditionally
presented history from a primarily European perspective, have hired Native staff in an attempt
to communicate a broader view of the past. Playing Ourselves explores this major shift in
representation, using detailed observations of five historic sites in the U.S. and Canada to both
discuss the theoretical aspects of Native cultural performance and advise interpreters and their
managers on how to more effectively present an inclusive history. Drawing on anthropology,
history, cultural performance, cross-cultural encounters, material culture theory, and public
history, author Laura Peers examines Oliving historyO sites as locations of cultural
performance where core beliefs about society, cross-cultural relationships, and history are
performed. In the process, she emphasizes how choices made in the communication of history
can both challenge these core beliefs about the past and improve cross-cultural relations in the
present.
This volume also provides both currently practicing historians and those entering the field a
map for understanding the historical landscape of the future: not just to the historiographical
debates of the academy but also the boom in commemoration and history outside the
academy evident in many countries since the 1990s, which now constitutes the historical
culture in each country. Public historians need to understand both contexts, and to negotiate
their implications for questions of historical authority and the public historian's work.
A complete guide to interpreting women’s history. Women’s history is everywhere, not only in
historic house museums named for women but also in homes named for famous men,
museums of every conceivable kind, forts and battlefields, even ships, mines, and in buckets.
Women’s history while present at every museum and historic site remains less fully interpreted
in spite of decades of vibrant and expansive scholarship. Doing Women’s History in Public: A
Page 1/11

Download File PDF Interpreting Difficult History At Museums And Historic
Sites Interpreting History
Handbook for Interpretation at Museums and Historic Sites connects that scholarship with the
tangible resources and the sensuality that form museums and historic sites-- the objects,
architecture and landscapes-- in ways that encourage visitor fascination and understanding
and center interpretation on the women active in them. With numerous examples that focus on
all women and girls, it appropriately includes everyone, for women intersect with every other
human group. This book provides arguments, sources (written, oral, and visual), and tools for
finding women’s history, preserving it, and interpreting it with the public. It uses the framework
of Significance (importance), Knowledge Base (research in primary, secondary, and tertiary
sources), and Tangible Resources (the preserved physical embodiment of history in objects,
architecture, and landscapes). Discusses traditional and technology-assisted interpretation and
provides Tools to implement Doing Women’s History in Public. Using a hospitality model,
museums and historic sites are the locales where we assemble, learn from each other, and
take our insights into a more gender-shared future.
While the lessons of the past are equally important today as when they first occurred, the
trouble lies in making them accessible to modern-audiences. Interpreting American Military
History at Museums and Historic Sites provides a guide to turning those important American
military moments into relevant and captivating experiences. The book acts as a primer for
those unfamiliar with academic trends of the last forty years. Through current interpretive
methods and case studies, readers will gain an understanding of how to take this information
and create programs, interpretive media, outreach strategies, and mission goals that are
relevant to the public and the institution charged with serving them.

This book moves the field forward in its collective conversation about the interpretation
of slavery—acknowledging the criticism of the past and acting in the present to develop
an inclusive interpretation of slavery.
How does a city and a nation deal with a legacy of perpetrating atrocity? How are
contemporary identities negotiated and shaped in the face of concrete reminders of a
past that most wish they did not have? Difficult Heritage focuses on the case of
Nuremberg – a city whose name is indelibly linked with Nazism – to explore these
questions and their implications. Using an original in-depth research, using archival,
interview and ethnographic sources, it provides not only fascinating new material and
perspectives, but also more general original theorizing of the relationship between
heritage, identity and material culture. The book looks at how Nuremberg has dealt with
its Nazi past post-1945. It focuses especially, but not exclusively, on the city’s
architectural heritage, in particular, the former Nazi party rally grounds, on which the
Nuremburg rallies were staged. The book draws on original sources, such as city
council debates and interviews, to chart a lively picture of debate, action and inaction in
relation to this site and significant others, in Nuremberg and elsewhere. In doing so,
Difficult Heritage seeks to highlight changes over time in the ways in which the Nazi
past has been dealt with in Germany, and the underlying cultural assumptions,
motivations and sources of friction involved. Whilst referencing wider debates and
giving examples of what was happening elsewhere in Germany and beyond, Difficult
Heritage provides a rich in-depth account of this most fascinating of cases. It also
engages in comparative reflection on developments underway elsewhere in order to
contextualize what was happening in Nuremberg and to show similarities to and
differences from the ways in which other ‘difficult heritages’ have been dealt with
elsewhere. By doing so, the author offers an informed perspective on ways of dealing
with difficult heritage, today and in the future, discussing innovative museological,
educational and artistic practice.
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Every year millions of Americans visit national parks and monuments, state and
municipal parks, battlefields, historic houses, and museums. By means of guided walks
and talks, tours, exhibits, and signs, visitors experience these areas through a very
special kind of communication technique known as ''interpretation.'' For fifty years,
Freeman Tilden's Interpreting Our Heritage has been an indispensable sourcebook for
those who are responsible for developing and delivering interpretive programs. This
expanded and revised anniversary edition includes not only Tilden's classic work but
also an entirely new selection of accompanying photographs as well as five additional
essays by Tilden on the art and craft of interpretation. Whether the challenge is to make
a prehistoric site come to life; to explain the geological basis behind a particular rock
formation; to touch the hearts and minds of visitors to battlefields, historic homes, and
sites; or to teach a child about the wonders of the natural world, Tilden's book, with its
explanation of the famed ''six principles'' of interpretation, provides a guiding hand.
Challenging History in the Museum explores work with difficult, contested and sensitive
heritages in a range of museum contexts. It is based on the Challenging History project,
which brings together a wide range of heritage professionals, practitioners and
academics to explore heritage and museum learning programmes in relation to difficult
and controversial subjects. The book is divided into four sections. Part I, ’The
Emotional Museum’ examines the balance between empathic and emotional
engagement and an objective, rational understanding of ’history’. Part II, ’Challenging
Collaborations’ explores the opportunities and pitfalls associated with collective,
inclusive representations of our heritage. Part III, ’Ethics, Ownership, Identity’
questions who is best-qualified to identify, represent and ’own’ these histories. It
challenges the concept of ownership and personal identification as a prerequisite to
understanding, and investigates the ideas and controversies surrounding this premise.
Part IV, ’Teaching Challenging History’ helps us to explore the ethics and complexities
of how challenging histories are taught. The book draws on work countries around the
world including Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, England, Germany, Japan, Northern Ireland,
Norway, Scotland, South Africa, Spain and USA and crosses a number of disciplines:
Museum and Heritage Studies, Cultural Policy Studies, Performance Studies, Media
Studies and Critical Theory Studies. It will also be of interest to scholars of Cultural
History and Art History.
Creating tours, school programs, and other interpretive activities at historic house
museums are among the most effective ways to engage the public in the history of their
community and yet many organizations fail to achieve their potential. This guide
describes the essential elements of successful interpretation: content, audience, and
methods.
Oral history is inherently about memory, and when oral history interviews are used "in
public," they invariably both reflect and shape public memories of the past. Oral History
and Public Memories is the only book that explores this relationship, in fourteen case
studies of oral history's use in a variety of venues and media around the world. Readers
will learn, for example, of oral history based efforts to reclaim community memory in
post-apartheid Cape Town, South Africa; of the role of personal testimony in changing
public understanding of Japanese American history in the American West; of oral
history's value in mapping heritage sites important to Australia's Aboriginal population;
and of the way an oral history project with homeless people in Cleveland, Ohio became
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a tool for popular education. Taken together, these original essays link the well
established practice of oral history to the burgeoning field of memory studies.
Interpreting Native American History and Culture at Museums and Historic Sites
features ideas and suggested best practices for the staff and board of museums that
care for collections of Native material culture, and who work with Native American
culture, history, and communities. This resource gives museum and history
professionals benchmarks to help shape conversations and policies designed to
improve relations with Native communities represented in the museum. The book
includes case studies from museums that are purposefully working to incorporate
Native people and perspectives into all aspects of their work. The case study authors
share experiences, hoping to inspire other museum staff to reach out to tribes to
develop or improve their own interpretative processes. Examples from tribal and nontribal museums, and partnerships between tribes and museums are explored as models
for creating deep and long lasting partnerships between museums and the tribal
communities they represent. The case studies represent museums of different sizes,
different missions, and located in different regions of the country in an effort to address
the unique history of each location. By doing so, it inspires action among museums to
invite Native people to share in the interpretive process, or to take existing relationships
further by sharing authority with museum staff and board.
"This book is an invaluable guide for public historians and site practitioners who are
responsible for interpretation and education. The book begins with a chronological
primer on the national and international history of the woman suffrage movement"-Introduction to Public History: Interpreting the Past, Engaging Audiences is a brief
foundational textbook for public history. It is organized around the questions and ethical
dilemmas that drive public history in a variety of settings, from local community-based
projects to international case studies. This book is designed for use in undergraduate
and graduate classrooms with future public historians, teachers, and consumers of
history in mind. The authors are practicing public historians who teach history and
public history to a mix of undergraduate and graduate students at universities across
the United States and in international contexts. This book is based on original research
and the authors’ first-hand experiences, offering a fresh perspective on the dynamic
field of public history based on a decade of consultation with public history educators
about what they needed in an introductory textbook. Each chapter introduces a concept
or common practice to students, highlighting key terms for student review and for
instructor assessment of student learning. The body of each chapter introduces
theories, and basic conceptual building blocks intermixed with case studies to illustrate
these points. Footnotes credit sources but also serve as breadcrumbs for instructors
who might like to assign more in-depth reading for more advanced students or for the
purposes of lecture development. Each chapter ends with suggestions for activities that
the authors have tried with their own students and suggested readings, books, and
websites that can deepen student exposure to the topic.
Winner of the 2018 Ontario Museum Association Award of Excellence Winner of the
2019 Canadian Museum Association Award of Outstanding Achievement in the
Research - Cultural Heritage Category Creating Exhibits that Engage: A Manual for
Museums and Historical Organizations is a concise, useful guide to developing effective
and memorable museum exhibits. The book is full of information, guidelines, tips, and
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concrete examples drawn from the author’s years of experience as a curator and
exhibit developer in the United States and Canada. Is this your first exhibit project? You
will find step-by-step instructions, useful advice and plenty of examples. Are you a small
museum or local historical society looking to improve your exhibits? This book will take
you through how to define your audience, develop a big idea, write the text, manage the
budget, design the graphics, arrange the gallery, select artifacts, and fabricate, install
and evaluate the exhibit. Are you a museum studies student wanting to learn about the
theory and practice of exhibit development? This book combines both and includes
references to works by noted authors in the field. Written in a clear and accessible
style, Creating Exhibits that Engage offers checklists of key points at the end of each
chapter, a glossary of specialized terms, and photographs, drawings and charts
illustrating key concepts and techniques.
Creating tours that are interesting and educational for visitors (and guides!) is a
challenge every historic site faces. Great Tours! helps you focus clearly on the material
culture and significance of your site and then shows you how to use that focus to train
and energize your guides. You will be able to move your tours to a fresh new level that
is engaging and educational for visitors of all ages and abilities. Readings and
workshop activities frame the process throughout and allow you to develop what is
most appropriate for your site, while working to strike a realistic balance between ideals
and every day reality. Great Tours! offers a unique combination of theoretical guidance
and practical activities, supplemented by reproducible forms and a bibliography and
index, that make it an invaluable resource for anyone involved with planning tours and
training guides. Published in cooperation with the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. Visit their web page.
Interpreting Difficult History at Museums and Historic Sites is framed by educational
psychoanalytic theory and positions museum workers, public historians, and museum
visitors as learners. Through this lens, museum workers and public historians can
develop compelling and ethical representations of historical individuals, communities,
and populations who have suffered. It includes various examples of difficult knowledge,
detailed examples of specific interpretation methods, and will give readers an in-depth
explanation of the psychoanalytic educational theories behind the methodologies.
Audiences can more responsibly and productively engage in learning histories of
oppression and trauma when they are in measured and sensitive museum learning
environments and public history venues. To learn more, check out the website here:
http://interpretingdifficulthistory.com/
Fostering Empathy through Museums features fifteen case studies with clear take-away
ideas, and lessons learned by vividly illustrating a spectrum of approaches in the way
museums are currently employing empathy, a critical skill that is relevant to personal,
institutional, economical, and societal progress. The need is rapidly growing for
empathy to serve as a lens through which we find our purpose and connection in a
complex world. This demand brings with it an appetite to cultivate it through safe and
trusted platforms. Museums are uniquely equipped to undertake this important mission.
This book will help museum staff and leadership at all levels working at a variety of
museums (from animal sanctuaries to art museums, from historic house museums to
children's and science museums) to better understand the multitude of ways how
empathy can be cultivated, and employed in museum setting. Fostering Empathy
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through Museums will provide inspiration, examples, and lessons learned from a
balanced spectrum of museums currently employing empathy in museum setting: as an
educational tool to better connect their content with the audience, as an integral
element of a museum's institutional values and behavior, and as a phenomenon that is
worthy of exploration on its own and as an intentional outcome. This publication
provides museum professionals as well as formal and informal learning educators to
receive an overview of the variety of approaches to empathy in museums, and to create
a shared language and methodologies that could enable them to utilize and nurture
empathy as a "shared vision" that would serve not only their organizational mission, but
also the greater good. Empathy can be a tool, or an intentional outcome depending on
the institution’s objectives. Regardless of the choice, the ideas presented in this book
are intended to inform and inspire institutions to unlock exciting possibilities in the areas
of improved visitor experience, creative community partnerships, and contribution to
social progress by bringing empathy to public discourse through institutional strategies,
exhibitions, experiences, and programs. The book also provides ideas for future
strategies where empathy is considered as a "shared vision" by museums, and a
product of a museum experience that might lead to positive social impact.
This book will help readers take the steps needed to set their museums on a path to
being welcoming and accessible. It features a variety of actions that museums,
regardless of their size or budget, can implement.
First-person interpretation--the portrayal of historical characters through interactive
dramatization or roleplaying--is an effective, albeit controversial, method used to bring
history to life at museums, historic sites, and other public venues. Stacy Roth examines
the techniques of first-person interpretation to identify those that have been most
effective with audiences while allowing interpreters to maintain historical fidelity. Past
into Present focuses on first-person interpretation's most challenging form: the
unscripted, spontaneous, conversational approach employed in "living history"
environments such as Plimoth Plantation in Massachusetts, Conner Prairie in Indiana,
and Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia. While acknowledging that a wide range of
methods can touch audiences effectively, Roth identifies a core set of practices that
combine positive communication techniques, classic interpretive philosophy, and timetested learning theories to promote audience enjoyment, provoke thought and inquiry,
convey important messages and themes, and relate to individual visitor interests. She
offers numerous examples of conversation and demonstration strategies, visitor
behavior profiles, and suggestions for depicting conflict and controversy, and she
provides useful character development guidelines, interpretive training advice, and
recommendations for adapting first-person interpretation for diverse audiences.
Food is such a friendly topic that it’s often thought of as a “hook” for engaging visitors
– a familiar way into other topics, or a sensory element to round out a living history
interpretation. But it’s more than just a hook – it’s a topic all its own, with its own
history and its own uncertain future, deserving of a central place in historic
interpretation. With audiences more interested in food than ever before, and new
research in food studies bringing interdisciplinary approaches to this complicated but
compelling subject, museums and historic sites have an opportunity to draw new
audiences and infuse new meaning into their food presentations. You’ll find: A
comprehensive, thematic framework of key concepts that will help you contextualize
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food history interpretations; A concise, evaluative review of the historiography of food
interpretation; Case studies featuring the expression of these themes in the real world
of museum interpretation; and Best practices for interpreting food. Interpreting Food
offers a framework for understanding the big ideas in food history, suggesting best
practices for linking objects, exhibits and demonstrations with the larger story of change
in food production and consumption over the past two centuries – a story in which your
visitors can see themselves, and explore their own relationships to food. This book can
help you develop food interpretation with depth and significance, making relevant
connections to contemporary issues and visitor interests.
Southerners are known for their strong sense of history. But the kinds of memories southerners
have valued--and the ways in which they have preserved, transmitted, and revitalized those
memories--have been as varied as the region's inhabitants themselves. This collection
presents fresh and innovative perspectives on how southerners across two centuries and from
Texas to North Carolina have interpreted their past. Thirteen contributors explore the workings
of historical memory among groups as diverse as white artisans in early-nineteenth-century
Georgia, African American authors in the late nineteenth century, and Louisiana Cajuns in the
twentieth century. In the process, they offer critical insights for understanding the many
communities that make up the American South. As ongoing controversies over the
Confederate flag, the Alamo, and depictions of slavery at historic sites demonstrate, southern
history retains the power to stir debate. By placing these and other conflicts over the recalled
past into historical context, this collection will deepen our understanding of the continuing
significance of history and memory for southern regional identity. Contributors: Bruce E. Baker
Catherine W. Bishir David W. Blight Holly Beachley Brear W. Fitzhugh Brundage Kathleen
Clark Michele Gillespie John Howard Gregg D. Kimball Laurie F. Maffly-Kipp C. Brenden
Martin Anne Sarah Rubin Stephanie E. Yuhl
Interpreting American Jewish History at Museums and Historic Sites begins with a broad
overview of American Jewish history in the context of a religious culture than extends back
more than 3,000 years and which manifests itself in a variety of distinctive American forms.
Five chapters examine key themes in American Jewish history: movement, home life,
community, prejudice, and culture. Each thematic chapter is followed by a series of case
studies that describe and analyze a variety of projects by historical organizations to interpret
American Jewish life and culture for general public audiences. The last two chapters of the
book are a history of Jewish collections and Jewish museums in North America and a look at
“next practice,” intended to promote continuous innovation, new thinking, and programming
that is responsive to ever-changing circumstances.
The Care of Antiques and Historical Collections is a wonderful handbook that gives you and
your staff the crucial knowledge you need to start and maintain sound programs of storage,
display and environmental control for your historical artifacts. Providing instruction for both the
expert and novice conservationist, MacLeish offers sound advice on how you can take a few
active measures to protect, clean, repair, and care for objects most commonly found in
museums or private collections. This is MacLeish's fully revised and greatly expanded edition
of Per E. Gudbeck's classic The Care of Historical Collections.
In this book, Michael Murawski explores the work of museums as agents of change through
inspiring case studies as well as his own honest, personal experiences as a museum educator,
offering effective strategies for museums to enact change in their communities and, most
importantly, convert talk into action
How do students’ racial identities work with and against teachers’ pedagogies to shape their
understandings of history and contemporary society? Based on a long-term ethnographic
study, Interpreting National History examines the startling differences in black and white
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students' interpretations of U.S. history in classroom and community settings. Interviews with
children and teens compare and contrast the historical interpretations students bring with them
to the classroom with those they leave with after a year of teacher's instruction. Firmly
grounded in history and social studies education theory and practice, this powerful book:
Illuminates how textbooks, pedagogies, and contemporary learning standards are often
disconnected from students’ cultural identities Explores how students and parents interpret
history and society in home and community settings Successfully analyzes examples of the
challenges and possibilities facing teachers of history and social studies Provides alternative
approaches for those who want to examine their own views toward teaching national history
and aspire to engage in more culturally responsive pedagogy.
LGBT individuals and families are increasingly visible in popular culture and local communities;
their struggles for equality appear regularly in news media. Interpreting LGBT History at
Museums and Historic Sites provides a straightforward, accessible guidebook for museum and
history professionals as they embark on such worthy efforts.
In 1979, Edward P. Alexander's Museums in Motion was hailed as a much-needed addition to
the museum literature. In combining the history of museums since the eighteenth century with
a detailed examination of the function of museums and museum workers in modern society, it
served as an essential resource for those seeking to enter to the museum profession and for
established professionals looking for an expanded understanding of their own discipline. Now,
Mary Alexander has produced a newly revised edition of the classic text, bringing it the twentyfirst century with coverage of emerging trends, resources, and challenges. New material also
includes a discussion of the children's museum as a distinct type of institution and an
exploration of the role computers play in both outreach and traditional in-person visits.
Interpreting the Environment at Museums and Historic Sites is for anyone wants to become a
better steward of the environment and share lessons learned with others. The book provides a
primer on “major problems” in researching about the environment and re-focuses thinking
about the environment to thinking from the perspective of place and time.

Interpreting the Civil War at Museums and Historic Sites surveys how museums
and historic sites approached challenges during the Civil War sesquicentennial
(2011-2015). In doing so, this book offers museums and history professionals
strategies to help shape conversations with local communities.
Designing Museum Experiences is a "how-to" book for creating visitor-centered
museums that emotionally and intellectually connect with museum visitors,
stakeholders, and donors. Museums are changing from static, monolithic, and
encyclopedic institutions to institutions that are visitor-centric, with shared
authority that allows museum and visitors to become co-creators in content
creation. Museum content is also changing, from static content to dynamic,
evolving content that is multi-cultural and transparent regarding the evolution of
facts and histories, allowing multi-person interpretations of events. Designing
Museum Experiences leads readers through the methods and tools of the three
stages of a museum visit (Pre-visit, In-Person Visit, and Post-visit), with a goal of
motivating visitors to return and revisit the museum in the future. This museum
visitation loop creates meaningful intellectual, emotional, and experiential value
for the visitor. Using the business-world-proven methodologies of user centered
design, Museum Visitor Experience leads the reader through the process of
creating value for the visitor. Providing consistent messaging at all touchpoints
(website, social media, museum staff visitor services, museum signage, etc.)
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creates a trusted bond between visitor and museum. The tools used to increase
understanding of and encourage empathy for the museum visitor, and
understand visitor motivations include: Empathy Mapping, Personas, Audience
segmentation, Visitor Journey Mapping, Service Design Blueprints, System
Mapping, Content Mapping, Museum Context Mapping, Stakeholder Mapping,
and the Visitor Value Proposition. In the end, the reason for using the tools is to
empower visitors and meet their emotional and intellectual needs, with the goal of
creating a lifelong bond between museum and visitor. This is especially important
as museums face a new post COVID-19 reality; only the most nimble, visitorcentered museums are likely to survive. The companion website to Designing
Museum Experiences features: Links to additional visitor-centered museum
information Downloadable sample documents and templates Bibliography of
sources for further reading Online glossary of museum visitor experience terms
Daily checklists of "how-to" provide and receive visitor-centered experiences
More than 50 associated Designing Museum Experiences documents
Do museums need to be inclusive? How do we define inclusion? Understanding
and Implementing Inclusion in Museums is the pioneer text to focus solely on the
notion of inclusion for museums. This book is intended to demystify the muchdebated idea of inclusion for museum professionals, theorists, professors, and
researchers. The chapters within this book are intended to function as a guide for
understanding, implementing, and evaluating inclusion in your museum. This
insightful examination of inclusion in museums features: An introductory definition
of inclusion for museums. Guidelines for creating inclusion in your museum
through partnerships with people and community organizations. Strategies for
driving social change through inclusive museum practice. Tools for implementing
inclusion in your museum. Mechanisms for evaluating the inclusiveness of your
museum. An encyclopedic Who’s Who of museum professionals serving as
advocates, agents, and architects of inclusion today. An extensive resource list to
aid you and your museum. We have never had a book solely about inclusion for
museums, and never with such a strong focus on American institutions. I invite
you to join the conversation concerning inclusion armed with greater
understanding and the tools to implement change through your museum.
“A fascinating collection of essays” by eminent historians exploring how we
teach, remember, and confront the history and legacy of American slavery
(Booklist Online). In recent years, the culture wars have called into question the
way America’s history of slavery is depicted in books, films, television programs,
historical sites, and museums. In the first attempt to examine the historiography
of slavery, this unique collection of essays looks at recent controversies that have
played out in the public arena, with contributions by such noted historians as Ira
Berlin, David W. Blight, and Gary B. Nash. From the cancellation of the Library of
Congress’s “Back of the Big House” slavery exhibit at the request of the
institution’s African American employees, who found the visual images of slavery
too distressing, to the public reaction to DNA findings confirming Thomas
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Jefferson’s relationship with his slave Sally Hemings, Slavery and Public History
takes on contemporary reactions to the fundamental contradiction of American
history—the existence of slavery in a country dedicated to freedom—and offers a
bracing analysis of how Americans choose to remember the past, and how those
choices influence our politics and culture. “Americans seem perpetually surprised
by slavery—its extent (North as well as South), its span (over half of our four
centuries of Anglo settlement), and its continuing influence. The wide-ranging yet
connected essays in [this book] will help us all to remember and understand.”
—James W. Loewen, author of Sundown Towns
Times are changing at historic house museums and no one is more aware of this
than the fourteen contributors to Interpreting Historic House Museums. These
respected museum professionals consider the history of house museums and the
need to look at familiar issues from new perspectives and using new methods. If
your site isn't using a comprehensive interpretive plan, how can you create one?
While doing so, how do you address contemporary issues like race and gender?
Don't forget the physical either—does your property need a landscape plan as well
as a furnishings plan? And, when your visitors arrive to see all your hard work,
how accessible is your property? If the answer is not very, what can and should
you be doing to address that? Once inside, how good are your tours and guides,
and does your furnishings plan allow visitors to maximize their experiences in
areas without guides? Interpreting Historic House Museums captures the big
picture and the important details. Its discussion of contemporary issues and
successful programs, its practical guidelines and information, up-to-date
references, and lively illustrations will make it useful and relevant for both
students and practicing professionals.
In this landmark guide, nearly two dozen essays by scholars, educators, and
museum leaders suggest the next steps in the interpretation of African American
history and culture from the colonial period to the twentieth century at history
museums and historic sites. This diverse anthology addresses both historical
research and interpretive methodologies, including investigating church and legal
records, using social media, navigating sensitive or difficult topics, preserving
historic places, engaging students and communities, and strengthening
connections between local and national history. Case studies of exhibitions,
tours, and school programs from around the country provide practical inspiration,
including photographs of projects and examples of exhibit label text. Highlights
include: Amanda Seymour discusses the prevalence of "false nostalgia" at the
homes of the first five presidents and offers practical solutions to create a more
inclusive, nuanced history. Dr. Bernard Powers reveals that African American
church records are a rich but often overlooked source for developing a more
complete portrayal of individuals and communities. Dr. David Young, executive
director of Cliveden, uses his experience in reinterpreting this National Historic
Landmark to identify four ways that people respond to a history that has been too
often untold, ignored, or appropriated—and how museums and historic sites can
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constructively respond. Dr. Matthew Pinsker explains that historic sites may be
missing a huge opportunity in telling the story of freedom and emancipation by
focusing on the underground railroad rather than its much bigger "upper-ground"
counterpart. Martha Katz-Hyman tackles the challenges of interpreting the
material culture of both enslaved and free African Americans in the years before
the Civil War by discussing the furnishing of period rooms. Dr. Benjamin Filene
describes three "micro-public history" projects that lead to new ways of
understanding the past, handling source limitations, building partnerships, and
reaching audiences. Andrea Jones shares her approach for engaging students
through historical simulations based on the "Fight for Your Rights" school
program at the Atlanta History Center. A exhibit on African American Vietnam
War veterans at the Heinz History Center not only linked local and international
events, but became an award-winning model of civic engagement. A
collaboration between a university and museum that began as a local history
project interpreting the Scottsboro Boys Trial as a website and brochure ended
up changing Alabama law. A list of national organizations and an extensive
bibliography on the interpretation of African American history provide convenient
gateways to additional resources.
Wondering what a museum director actually does? About to start your first
director's job? Looking for guidance in starting up a museum or working with a
museum director? Hugh Genoways, Lynne Ireland, and Cinnamon CatlinLegutko have taken the mystery out and put common sense and good guidance
in. Learn about everything from budgets and strategic planning to human
resources and facilities management to collections and programming. They also
help you tackle legal documents, legal and ethical issues, and challenges for
today's 2.0 world. Case studies and exercises throughout help you review and
practice what you are learning, and their extensive references will be a welcome
resource.
Interpreting Religion at Museums and Historic Sites encourages readers to
consider the history of religion as integral to American culture and provides a
practical guide for any museum to include interpretation of religious traditions in
its programs and exhibits.
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