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Acts Of God Ellen Gilchrist
A small town once haunted by a serial killer braces for a new evil in this debut
horror novel by the New York Times bestselling author of Ink. Thirty years ago, a
blues musician called the Bone Man killed the devil at the crossroads, only to be
beaten and hung like a scarecrow in a cornfield—or so the story goes. Today, the
people of Pine Deep celebrate their town’s grisly past by luring tourists to the
famous haunted hayride, full of chills and scares. But this year as Halloween
approaches, “The Spookiest Town in America” will learn the true meaning of
fear. Its residents will see the real face of evil lurking behind the masks of
ordinary people. They will feel it—in their hearts, in their bones, in their
nightmares. Because evil never dies. It only grows stronger . . . Winner of the
Bram Stoker Award for Best First Novel First in the Pine Deep Trilogy Praise for
Ghost Road Blues “Maberry supplies plenty of chills, both Earth-bound and
otherworldly, in this atmospheric horror novel . . . . This is horror on a grand
scale, reminiscent of Stephen King’s heftier works.” —Publishers Weekly Praise
for Jonathan Maberry “Jonathan Maberry’s horror is rich and visceral. It’s close
to the heart . . . and close to the jugular.” —Kevin J. Anderson “Maberry has the
chops to craft stories at once intimate, epic, real, and horrific.” —Bentley Little
“Maberry spins great stories. His (Pine Deep) vampire novels are unique and
masterful.” —Richard Matheson “Maberry’s works will be read for many, many
years to come.” —Ray Bradbury
Hundreds of books have been written on the art of writing. Here at last is a book
by two professional editors to teach writers the techniques of the editing trade
that turn promising manuscripts into published novels and short stories. In this
completely revised and updated second edition, Renni Browne and Dave King
teach you, the writer, how to apply the editing techniques they have developed to
your own work. Chapters on dialogue, exposition, point of view, interior
monologue, and other techniques take you through the same processes an
expert editor would go through to perfect your manuscript. Each point is
illustrated with examples, many drawn from the hundreds of books Browne and
King have edited.
I'm telling you why we broke up, Ed. I'm writing it in this letter, the whole truth of
why it happened. Min Green and Ed Slaterton are breaking up, so Min is writing
Ed a letter and giving him a box. Inside the box is why they broke up. Two bottle
caps, a movie ticket, a folded note, a box of matches, a protractor, books, a toy
truck, a pair of ugly earrings, a comb from a motel room, and every other item
collected over the course of a giddy, intimate, heartbreaking relationship. Item
after item is illustrated and accounted for, and then the box, like a girlfriend, will
be dumped.
As three generations of Kelleher women descend on their family's Maine beach
property one summer, each brings her own hopes and fears. By turns wickedly
funny and achingly sad, this novel unveils sibling rivalry, alcoholism, social
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climbing, and Catholic guilt at the center of one family.
Guidance on how to turn those flashes of inspiration into finished pieces, from the
author of Writing Down the Bones and Wild Mind. Any writer may find himself or
herself with an abundance of raw material, but it takes patience and care to turn
this material into finished stories, essays, poems, novels, and memoirs.
Referencing her own experiences both as a writer and as a student of Zen,
Natalie provides insight into the struggles and demands of turning ideas into
concrete form. Her guidance addresses ways to overcome writer’s block, deal
with the fear of criticism and rejection, get the most from working with an editor,
and improve one’s writing by reading accomplished authors. She communicates
this with her characteristic humor and compassion, and a deep respect for writing
as an act of celebration. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Natalie
Goldberg, including rare photos and never-before-seen documents from the
author’s personal collection.
It has a new short story from Ellen Gilchrist TOCCATA AND FUGUE IN D
MINOR, from her new book ACTS OF GOD. In addition we have previously
unseen letters from Mark Twain and Eudora Welty.
From a Southern storyteller and National Book Award–winning author, essays on
her childhood, influences, and thoughts on writing and life. Now, with this
collection of essays, readers can explore the author of Victory Over Japan
throughout her career. From the Mississippi plantation of her childhood to pieces
featured in Vogue, Outside, New Woman, and The Washington Post Sunday
Magazine, Gilchrist comes alive. With more than forty pictures, essays about
Gilchrist’s thoughts on writing, and a peek into the books, teachers, and artists
that influenced her work, this is required reading for any fan. “This book of
“journals” is actually a carefully patterned quilt sewn of the author’s NPR
“entries” and a few assorted essays and speeches. Underlaid with a warm,
subtle (sometimes precious) humor, these homey reflections on things near and
far . . . manage, in their spare manner, to pare down to the deceptively simple
truth of things. . . . This volume should provide welcome fare for Gilchrist fans.”
—Kirkus Reviews
Fiction from a National Book Award-winning author and “short-story writer of
substantial gifts and reputation” (The New York Times). From National Book
Award Winner Ellen Gilchrist, a pillar of Southern literature hailed by the
Washington Post as “a national treasure,” comes a colorful collection of short
stories integrating favorite characters with captivating newcomers. Rhoda’s
reveling in her childhood and infinite possibility in “The Tree Fort” and “The Time
Capsule” is juxtaposed with her darker adulthood in “Mexico.” Nora Jane returns
alongside Lin Tan Sing, a Chinese medical student and geneticist who predicts
the birth of her twins. Fans of Gilchrist won’t want to miss the author’s
exploration of the many stages of life—and the lightness and darkness each can
bring. “Several stories in Gilchrist’s latest collection are distinguished by her old
magic—they have energy and gusto and humor, and a dark layer of knowledge
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beneath their nostalgic tone.”—Publishers Weekly “A validation of the author’s
skill and versatility. Gilchrist creates new experiences for characters from earlier
stories and … creates new characters who reveal her skill in portraying character
and place.”—Library Journal
It began with gold that had once belonged to Montezuma. Stolen and cached in a
church in Mexico, it was recovered by two army officers who fled north for the French
settlements. Along the way one stabbed the other to death. The remaining officer was
eventually killed by Plains Indians, but he buried the treasure just before he died. Now
Ronan Chantry, a handful of trappers, and an Irish girl whose father was killed after
telling her a few vague landmarks are searching for the lost treasure. But they are not
alone. The girl’s uncle, Rafen Falvey, wants it, too. Like Chantry, he is well educated,
bold, and determined. Under different circumstances the two men might have been
friends. But in all likelihood it wouldn’t have made any difference. When it comes to
gold, even friendship doesn’t keep men from killing each other.
In the Land of Dreamy Dreams, Ellen Gilchrist's acclaimed 1981 debut collection of
short stories, introduced readers to a remarkable Southern voice which has sustained
its power and influence through her more than 20 subsequent books. Gilchrist has a
distinctive ear for language, and a deep understanding of her flawed, sometimes tragic
characters. These fourteen stories, divided into three sections -- There's a Garden of
Eden, Things Like the Truth, and Perils of the Nile -- are about mostly young, upperclass Southern women who are bored with the Junior League and having babies, and
chafe against the restrictions of their sheltered lives. Talented and bright, but living in
the shadow of men -- their husbands and fathers -- they resort to outrageous actions in
pursuit of freer lives and uncompromised love, despite the consequences. This
collection first introduced readers to some of Gilchrist's most beloved characters, such
as Rhoda Manning and Nora Jane Whittington. PRAISE: "It's difficult to review a first
book as good as this one without resorting to every known superlative cliché...Gilchrist
is the real thing." —Washington Post “A sustained display of delicately and rhythmically
modulated prose and an unsentimental dissection of raw sentiment. Her stories are
perceptive, her manner is both stylish and idiomatic – a rare and potent combination.”
—Times Literary Supplement “Witty, concise and wonderfully varied.” —Literary Review
“Gilchrist possess a distinctive voice, and blends a sense of poignancy with an often
outrageously Gothic humor.” —New York Times Book Review “Her prose is quick-witted
and urbane and as gossipy as Vanity Fair. Quite simply there is no Southern writer
quite like her.” —Raleigh News & Observer
Winner of the National Book Award and the author of numerous highly praised works of
fiction and nonfiction, Ellen Gilchrist is also a daughter, mother, grandmother, and greatgrandmother who takes delight in her large, wonderful family. Things like the Truth
offers a collection of nonfiction essays about Ellen Gilchrist's life, family, home, work,
aging, and the fun of fighting to stay healthy in an increasingly undisciplined culture.
This collection brings together for the first time essays by Ellen Gilchrist on her later life
and family. Essays such as "The Joy of Swimming" reveal how Gilchrist, as an aging
person, thinks about the joys one can discover late in life. Other essays focus on
surgery, money, childhood memories, changing perspectives, and the vagaries of the
age. Gilchrist pays special attention to her evolving relationships with her adult children
and the pleasures and pitfalls of being a grandmother and great-grandmother. The
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volume also includes essays from her diary about the sense of place in her mountain
home near her work at the University of Arkansas and about life after Hurricane Katrina
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, her second residence. Reviewers have praised
Gilchrist's "deliciously wise and humorous voice" in her stories and that same voice
pours forth in these essays. Gilchrist takes delight in the foibles of human behavior and
searches for the humor and wisdom in every situation. She also loves to give advice,
and happily dispenses guidance to fans, family, and anyone in a grocery store line. This
collection of essays presents Gilchrist at her best. Engaging, funny, and fearless, she
describes the joys and difficulties of a well-lived life. Her fans will devour these essays
and will revel again in the company of an author they know so well. Both personal and
profound, with plenty of humor, this collection allows Gilchrist's inimitable spirit to shine
throughout.
Integrating Religion and Spirituality into Clinical Practice.
At the heart of Ellen Gilchrist’s novel is the incorrigible Amanda McCamey. Leaving a
troubled past behind, she marries into New Orleans’ high society but finds the
privileged world stifling and unsatisfying. Seeking a quieter, more meaningful life, she
divorces and moves to the Ozarks where she translates poetry and surrounds herself
with artists and intellectuals. Her friend Katie, a brilliant sculptor, brings out the wild
child in Amanda, but it is Will, an intense young musician, who captivates her. What
begins as a sexual tryst quickly becomes a grand and impossible passion that mirrors
the life of the eighteenth-century French poet whose work Amanda is translating. But
her new life is interrupted when her past comes back to haunt her. With beauty, humor,
and luminescent prose, Gilchrist paints an evocative portrait of a woman finally coming
into her own. Praise: "Gilchrist's accomplished first novel is absorbing, rich, and
evocative as she explores the heart and mind of a woman who has the courage to risk
traveling an unconventional path in an effort to find the way to herself." —Publishers
Weekly "Women’s fiction par excellence … Amanda is in some ways a receptacle for
current romantic clichés, but she is also a vivid character or dash and humor [who] has
at last made her way to autonomy." —Harper's Magazine "A fast-paced, often funny and
touching novel." —Library Journal "Both stylish and idiomatic—a rare and potent
combination." —Times Literary Supplement
Since receiving the National Book Award for Victory Over Japan in 1985, Ellen Gilchrist
has developed a fervently devoted readership. This collection's new novella is vintage
Gilchrist, taking on the continuing joys and perils of Nora Jane and company.
Are you kind? In a series of simple yet evocative questions, this impactful book asks
children how they will show kindness and consideration for others. Written by the
editors of Pajama Press, and illustrated by celebrated Pajama Press artists, these
stunning pages inspire meaningful discussion and storytelling about the understated yet
powerful ways in which children might influence the world around them. A World of
Kindess goes beyond mere rhetoric to examine, in a child-friendly way, everyday social
interactions where a kind word or act could have a transformative affect on others.
Royalties from the proceeds of this book will be donated to Think Kindness.
thinkkindness.org Many of the original images in this book have been donated by the
artists. The cover art was created and donated by award-winning author-illustrator
Suzanne Del Rizzo.
A new edition of the bestselling classic – published with a special introduction to mark
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its 10th anniversary This pioneering account sets out to understand the structure of the
human brain – the place where mind meets matter. Until recently, the left hemisphere of
our brain has been seen as the ‘rational’ side, the superior partner to the right. But is
this distinction true? Drawing on a vast body of experimental research, Iain McGilchrist
argues while our left brain makes for a wonderful servant, it is a very poor master. As
he shows, it is the right side which is the more reliable and insightful. Without it, our
world would be mechanistic – stripped of depth, colour and value.
"London, 1887. Victorian adventuress and butterfly hunter Veronica Speedwell receives an
invitation to visit the Curiosity Club, a ladies-only establishment for daring and intrepid women.
There she meets the mysterious Lady Sundridge, who begs her to take on an impossible task
saving society art patron Miles Ramsforth from execution. Accused of the brutal murder of his
artist mistress Artemisia, Ramsforth will face the hangman's noose in a week's time if Veronica
cannot find the real killer. But Lady Sundridge is not all that she seems, and unmasking her
true identity is only the first of the many secrets Veronica must uncover. Together with her
natural historian colleague Stoker, Veronica races against time to find the true murderer--a
ruthless villain who not only took Artemisia's life in cold blood but is happy to see Ramsforth
hang for the crime. From a Bohemian artists' colony to a royal palace to a subterranean grotto
with a decadent history, the investigation proves to be a very perilous undertaking indeed"-In her first story collection in over eight years, National Book Award winner Ellen Gilchrist
presents readers with ten different scenarios in which people dealing with forces beyond their
control somehow manage to survive, persevere, and triumph, even if it is only a triumph of the
will. From the very young to the very old, in one way or another, they are fighters and
believers, survivors who find the strength to go on when faced with the truth of their mortality.
And they are given vivid life in these stories told with Ellen Gilchrist’s clear-eyed optimism and
salty sense of humor. “Reading Ellen Gilchrist is addictive . . . Her new work is filled with good
people who show fortitude and even heroism under duress . . . In this age of edgy irony, her
warm-hearted view of humanity is refreshing.” —NPR.org “Gilchrist manages to cut through the
loud tussle of the world to present truths made even more striking by how conventional they
are . . . The stories in Acts of God are great postcards from the world of Ellen Gilchrist. It’s a
world of war and strife and surprises, and it is, yes, marvelous to behold.” —The New York
Times Book Review “Refreshing, engaging, and inspiring.” —Library Journal “Beautiful, smart,
phenomenally rich.”—Booklist, starred review “Gilchrist is at her best when the wry and satirical
mood strikes her, especially when she is pricking the balloons of pride that the white Southern
upper middle class inflates in its own honor . . . The best of the stories in Acts of God rank with
the best in her first collection and in her second, Victory Over Japan, for which she was
awarded a richly deserved National Book Award.” —The Washington Post “The salty wit of
[her] characters will make you laugh; their bravery can be breathtaking.”—Birmingham
magazine
Like The Story, The Story Devotional will guide readers through the overarching narrative of
the Bible in 365 days. Combining Scripture with bite-sized reflections and a daily takeaway,
readers will be able to work their way through God's epic Story and focus on His plan for their
lives. Following the same chronological organization as The Story, readers will see their lives
in a whole new light, with purpose as part of God's eternal story. Using the takeaway message
at the end of each devotion, readers can apply the teachings of the Bible to their daily life. This
book can be used in conjunction with The Story or as a stand alone devotional.
From National Book Award Winner Ellen Gilchrist, a pillar of Southern literature hailed by the
Washington Post as “a national treasure,” comes all twenty-one of her beloved Rhoda stories,
plus two new tales starring Rhoda Manning sure to thrill readers.“Rhoda is indeed the shining
manifestation of Gilchrist’s wry, intelligent, and passionate writing.” –Kirkus ReviewFollow
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Rhoda Manning from eight to sixty as she grows from a spunky, impetuous child to a confident,
free-loving writer. Even at a young age, Rhoda loves to get her way, boasting a unique spark
that only shines brighter in an adulthood full of sex and excitement. From diet pills to multiple
marriages and an abortion to far-reaching travels, Rhoda’s sass and desire for adventure will
delight all who go on these journeys with her.“Prolific author Gilchrist has a winner in this
delightful collection.” –Library Journal
In her exuberantly funny, bittersweet collection, Ellen Gilchrist offers 16 stories that delve into
the vibrant lives of her signature strong-willed women. Ranging from hilarity to
despair—innocent children bewildered by their elders’ behavior, a writer living on Xanax, and a
socialite seeking a health cure only to find romance instead of rest—Gilchrist’s high-spirited
characters always tend to find themselves in outrageous situations. The beloved and feisty
Rhoda Manning returns, fighting the lure of the bottle while relentlessly going after her dream
of becoming a famous writer. And while the restraint of family and society continues to haunt
Gilchrist’s characters, they prove fearless and deliciously carve their own chaotic paths toward
survival. Set in Fayetteville, Arkansas and New Orleans, Louisiana, the tales are artfully
fashioned, providing tastes of marvelously trouble-prone people at every stage of life. Packed
with humor, sexuality, and ever true to human weakness, this collection is romantic and full of
passion—a treat in which readers will happily indulge. PRAISE: “The Age of Miracles is Ellen
Gilchrist’s best book yet. Its comedy, irony, sexuality, inwardness, and sadness, all of it
undergirded by a brave and funny sensibility, convince me anew that her work is in the first
rank of American fiction today.” —Willie Morris, Author of My Dog Skip and North Towards
Home “The Age of Miracles itself seems a miracle, powerfully illustrating the serenity that
people sometimes develop as they age, the reward for enduring all the difficulties and
disappointments of life.” —San Francisco Examiner and Chronicle “The stories in this collection
are among her best.” —Miami Herald
"A work from the Johnson Construction Co."
"Jem Flockhart and Will Quartermain endeavor to solve a dark and terrible new mystery in a
hunt that takes them through the harrowing streets of Victorian London to the dangers of the
seamen's floating hospital known only as The Blood"-From Lisa Yee and Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat, a hilarious sequel to BOBBY VS. GIRLS
(ACCIDENTALLY) In his last adventure, Bobby Ellis-Chan got stuck to a stinky tree, had
underwear attached to his back, and faced down a whole wolfpack of girls. What could be
scarier or more humiliating than that? Oh, how about playing sports with his football-hero dad
... a cat with 27 toes ... an asthma attack in public ... dancing on stage in the school musical ...
And the list goes on! Bobby will have to overcome his fears if he's going to come out on top.

Intercourse is a book that moves through the sexed world of dominance and
submission. It moves in descending circles, not in a straight line, and as in a vortex
each spiral goes down deeper. Its formal model is Dante's Inferno; its lyrical debt is to
Rimbaud; the equality it envisions is rooted in the dreams of women, silent generations,
pioneer voices, lone rebels, and masses who agitated, demanded, cried out, broke
laws, and even begged. The begging was a substitute for retaliatory violence: doing
bodily harm back to those who use or injure you. I want women to be done with
begging. The public censure of women as if we are rabid because we speak without
apology about the world in which we live is a strategy of threat that usually works. Men
often react to women's words - speaking and writing - as if they were acts of violence;
sometimes men react to women's words with violence. So we lower our voices. Women
whisper. Women apologize. Women shut up. Women trivialize what we know. Women
shrink. Women pull back. Most women have experienced enough dominance from men
- control, violence, insult, contempt - that no threat seems empty. Intercourse does not
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say, forgive me and love me. It does not say, I forgive you, I love you. For a woman
writer to thrive (or, arguably, to survive) in these current hard times, forgiveness and
love must be subtext. No. I say no. Intercourse is search and assertion, passion and
fury; and its form - no less than its content - deserves critical scrutiny and respect.---PREFACE
“Willy Vlautin is not known for happy endings, but there’s something here that defies
the downward pull. In the end, Lynette is pure life force: fierce and canny and blazing
through a city that no longer has space for her, and it’s all Portland’s loss.”—Portland
Monthly Magazine Award-winning author Willy Vlautin explores the impact of trickledown greed and opportunism of gentrification on ordinary lives in this scorching novel
that captures the plight of a young woman pushed to the edge as she fights to secure a
stable future for herself and her family. Barely thirty, Lynette is exhausted. Saddled with
bad credit and juggling multiple jobs, some illegally, she’s been diligently working to
buy the house she lives in with her mother and developmentally disabled brother
Kenny. Portland’s housing prices have nearly quadrupled in fifteen years, and the
owner is giving them a good deal. Lynette knows it’s their last best chance to own their
own home—and obtain the security they’ve never had. While she has enough for the
down payment, she needs her mother to cover the rest of the asking price. But a week
before they’re set to sign the loan papers, her mother gets cold feet and reneges on
her promise, pushing Lynette to her limits to find the money they need. Set over two
days and two nights, The Night Always Comes follows Lynette’s frantic search—an
odyssey of hope and anguish that will bring her face to face with greedy rich men and
ambitious hustlers, those benefiting and those left behind by a city in the throes of a
transformative boom. As her desperation builds and her pleas for help go unanswered,
Lynette makes a dangerous choice that sets her on a precarious, frenzied spiral. In
trying to save her family’s future, she is plunged into the darkness of her past, and
forced to confront the reality of her life. A heart wrenching portrait of a woman hungry
for security and a home in a rapidly changing city, The Night Always Comes raises the
difficult questions we are often too afraid to ask ourselves: What is the price of
gentrification, and how far are we really prepared to go to achieve the American
Dream? Is the American dream even attainable for those living at the edges? Or for too
many of us, is it only a hollow promise?
I should have asked the question "How could someone who was missing be in two
places at once?" Instead, I asked the wrong question -- four wrong questions, more or
less. This is the account of the second. In the fading town of Stain'd-by-the-Sea, young
apprentice Lemony Snicket has a new case to solve when he and his chaperone are
hired to find a missing girl. Is the girl a runaway? Or was she kidnapped? Was she seen
last at the grocery store? Or could she have stopped at the diner? Is it really any of your
business? These are All The Wrong Questions.
The winner of the National Book Award returns with a moving story of a family of
women drawn together by the trials of the times.The women in the Hand family are no
strangers to either controversy or sadness. Those traits seem, in fact, to be a part of
their family s heritage, one that stretches back through several generations and many
wars. "A Dangerous Age" is a celebration of the strength of these women and of the
bonds of blood and shared loss that hold them together. Louise, Winifred, and Olivia
are reconnecting the pieces of their lives and rediscovering love, but each is unwittingly
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on a collision course with a seemingly distant war that is really never more than a
breath away. By turns humorous and heartbreaking, this finely honed novel about the
centuries-old struggle for women who are left to carry on with life when their men go off
to war is by a writer the "Washington Post" says should be declared a national cultural
treasure. Gilchrist rides the tension--between seeing events and motivations clearly and
becoming clouded by personal and material concerns--on a perfect edge . . . [She]
raises a multitude of issues in her novel . . . but the overriding questions here are about
this war . . . about our motivations, our best interests, our moral and spiritual
obligations. "The Boston Globe" Ellen Gilchrist has helped define Southern writing . . .
[She] has shown herself especially skilled at capturing the texture of women s lives, and
this novel is no different . . . "A Dangerous Age" brings into stark relief some of the
difficulties facing the United States, and does it with Gilchrist s effective forthrightness.
"Chicago Tribune" Gilchrist can create wonderful female characters, contemporary
women who come alive on the page and linger long after the book is over. "The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution" The writing is polished; all her details matter. "The Seattle Times"
[Gilchrist] gives this novel a humanity easily embraced by the reader. [Her] trademark
supple prose and droll sense of humor are on full display. "Booklist, " starred review"
Finalist for the National Book Award: Through the eyes of a precocious twelve-year-old
in a seaside South Carolina town, the world of love, sex, friendship, and betrayal
blossoms Simons Everson Manigault is not a typical twelve-year-old boy in tiny Edisto,
South Carolina, in the late 1960s. At the insistence of his challenging mother (known to
local blacks as “the Duchess”), who believes her son to possess a capacity for genius,
Simons immerses himself in great literature and becomes as literate and literary as any
English professor. When Taurus, a soft-spoken African American stranger, moves into
the cabin recently vacated by the Manigaults’ longtime maid, a friendship forms. The
lonely, excitable Simons and the quiet, thoughtful Taurus, who has appointed himself
Simons’s guide in the ways of the grown-up world, bond over the course of a hot
Southern summer. But Taurus may be playing a larger role in the Manigaults’ life than
he is willing to let on—a suspicion that is confirmed when Simons’s absent father
suddenly returns to the family fold. An evocative, thoughtful novel about growing up,
written in language that sparkles and soars, Padgett Powell’s Edisto is the first novel of
one of the most important southern writers of the last quarter century.
“Ellen Gilchrist’s new collection of short stories, Drunk With Love...is cause for
celebration—they are smart, funny, moving, and elegantly written—and the perfect
excuse for her fans to be more curious than ever about the mysterious author.”—Vogue
Masterful storyteller Ellen Gilchrist once again delights with this collection of thirteen
short stories filled to the brim with unforgettable characters. From joyous moments to
near insurmountable grief, Gilchrist gives readers a vignette revealing the lives of some
of her most memorable characters. In “Traceleen at Dawn,” we see the wealthy Miss
Crystal finally give up drinking after a fire consumes her home. In “1941,” readers meet
Rhoda Manning, a precocious nine-year-old facing off with the world of adults for the
first time. In “The Last Diet,” a woman on a diet crashes her car into a doughnut shop.
Murder take center stage in “Memphis” and “The Emancipator.” Coming of age,
heartbreak, death, and more permeate these brilliant snapshots of life. “There is not a
single dud in this brilliant collection. The crisp stories about marriage, blood, booze and
death and the wayward passions fomented by them.”—Time Out
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Home for the summer in Dunleith, Alabama, Rhoda Manning’s life appears at ease.
But the headstrong, passionate 19-year-old refuses to settle for a comfortable,
conventional existence. Yearning for a life of profundity, adventure, and beauty, Rhoda
breaks from the seemingly secure world of her family to recklessly follow her
dreams—but not without tragic and disturbing consequences. A failed marriage, shady
abortion, an impulsive decision to sneak into a midnight meeting of the Klan, dates with
her shrink, a deluge of booze, and a bout of repentance all seem to vie as the means to
Rhoda's own liberation. Gilchrist unflinchingly takes us through the turbulence of
Rhoda’s formative years, on an outrageous coming-of-age journey of a young white
woman in the 1960’s South—digging through the bone to reveal the chill of human
experience. PRAISE: “One of the lies we enjoy telling ourselves is that when we were
young, we were crazy and wild. But hey, sensitive, too, and reflective, full of
conscience, already evolving into the mature human beings we are now. Ellen
Gilchrist`s novel, Net of Jewels, provides an uncomfortable reminder that, more likely,
we were controlled by brute forces-our raw emotions and emerging libidos, our parents
and our desperate need to fit in, whatever that meant where and when we grew up.”
—Chicago Tribune “Ellen Gilchrist refracts life through a prism of precious gems, a net
of jewels. Her fiction is always a kind of prose poem, a dance of seven veils. Like all of
Gilchrist’s work, her latest novel dazzles and pulsates, and even in the few passages
of below-normal sheen, Net of Jewels still qualifies as an almost imperceptibly flawed
diamond.” —Los Angeles Times In her ninth book, which begins in the mid-50's, Ellen
Gilchrist tracks a 19-year-old who drinks too much, marries too young, and is bored by
her own children. The plucky Rhoda Manning has appeared in many of Gilchrist's short
stories; in Net of Jewels she positively struts. ...She struggles to free herself from the
constraints of upper-crust Southern society, yet insists on enjoying all its advantages.
Interestingly, Gilchrist chooses not describe Rhoda's transformation into a ''better''
person ... ''If we could understand one thing entirely, we might understand it all.'' Rhoda
philosophizes. ... An engaging novel [with] beauty and emotional horsepower.
—Entertainment Weekly
With the publication of 1983's The Annunciation, Ellen Gilchrist established herself as a
teller of charming, bittersweet tales of the modern South. Since then, her works of
fiction - sixteen in all - have built up a solid base of dedicated fans. With her uncanny
insights into human character and the bittersweet complications of love, Ellen Gilchrist
occupies a unique place in American fiction.

From National Book Award Winner Ellen Gilchrist, a pillar of Southern literature
hailed by the Washington Post as “a national treasure,” comes a poignant novel
about contemporary living and the sacrifices we make through the various stages
of our life.“Gilchrist keeps you in the palm of her hand when she tells a story.”
–Kirkus ReviewSarah Conley is a successful journalist and writer, having pursued
her career path with tenacious passion. When her best friend Eugenie falls
deathly ill, Sarah flies to Nashville for a final visit. While there, Sarah’s love for
Jack, Eugenie’s husband, is rekindled, and it’s apparent he feels the same. He
follows her to Paris, where she’s traveling to write a screenplay, and she
becomes caught between her two wants. Will Sarah have to decide between the
needs of her career and the needs of her heart?“The quirky cadences of
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Gilchrist’s prose and her witty dialogue are present here in abundance.”
–Publishers Weekly
Fleeing her 1980s Bronx family home in the wake of her unfaithful father's
abandonment and her mother's mental illness, Korean teen Joon struggles
through an adolescence marked by homeless shelters, addiction, and demeaning
jobs. A first novel. 40,000 first printing.
In classic Dixie storytelling fashion, with a rare blend of literary elegance and
plainspoken humor, the inimitably charming, staunchly Southern Julia Reed
wends her way below the Mason-Dixon line and observes many phenomena–
from politics, religion, and women to weather, guns, and what she calls “drinking
and other Southern pursuits.” To hear Reed tell it, the South is another country.
She builds an entertaining and persuasive case, using as examples everything
from its unfathomable codes of conduct to its disciplined fashion sense. And then
there is Southern food, which is an entire world apart: Gumbo, grits, greens, and,
of course, fried chicken make memorable appearances in Reed’s essays, which
will amuse, delight, and even explain a thing or two to baffled Yankees
everywhere.
The “dazzling” and essential portrayal of 1960s America from the author of
South and West and The Year of Magical Thinking (The New York Times).
Capturing the tumultuous landscape of the United States, and in particular
California, during a pivotal era of social change, the first work of nonfiction from
one of American literature’s most distinctive prose stylists is a modern classic. In
twenty razor-sharp essays that redefined the art of journalism, National Book
Award–winning author Joan Didion reports on a society gripped by a deep
generational divide, from the “misplaced children” dropping acid in San
Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district to Hollywood legend John Wayne filming his
first picture after a bout with cancer. She paints indelible portraits of reclusive
billionaire Howard Hughes and folk singer Joan Baez, “a personality before she
was entirely a person,” and takes readers on eye-opening journeys to Death
Valley, Hawaii, and Las Vegas, “the most extreme and allegorical of American
settlements.” First published in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem has been
heralded by the New York Times Book Review as “a rare display of some of the
best prose written today in this country” and named to Time magazine’s list of
the one hundred best and most influential nonfiction books. It is the definitive
account of a terrifying and transformative decade in American history whose
discordant reverberations continue to sound a half-century later.
Once childhood friends, Samantha and Landon are now separated by distance
and secrets. Will SamanthaÆs return to Nantucket bring her the peace she longs
for? Samantha Owens' estranged stepfather has died, leaving her his cottage in
Nantucketùa place she fled years ago, never planning to return. As a single
mom, Samantha can't afford to pass up a financial windfall like ocean-front
property. So she travels home to fix up the house and sell it . . . never suspecting
that Landon Reed still lives two doors down. As their long-dormant romance
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begins to bud again, Samantha must face a past that separated her from the God
of her childhood. And she must tell Landon why she fled the island in the first
placeùa secret that could tear them apart. Is LandonÆs love really as
unconditional as he claims? And will Samantha finally realize that the God she
found all those years ago never abandoned her? A heart-tugging tale of
shattered trust, growing faith, and love that endures . . . all in a romantic seaside
setting.
Looking back at a tragic event that occurred during his thirteenth year, Frank
Drum explores how a complicated web of secrets, adultery, and betrayal
shattered his Methodist family and their small 1961 Minnesota community.
Originally published in 1984, this collection of 14 short stories set in Arkansas
and Mississippi went on to win that year’s National Book Award for fiction,
confirming Ellen Gilchrist’s place as one of the preeminent literary talents of her
generation. Victory Over Japan takes us into the lives of an unforgettable group
of Southern women — beautiful, complicated, enchanting, and sometimes
dangerous — in and out of bars, marriages, divorces, lovers' arms, and even
earthquakes, in an attempt to find happiness, or at least some satisfaction.
Throughout these stories, one hears echoes of Flannery O'Connor and Eudora
Welty, but Ms. Gilchrist has her own unique literary voice, and it is outrageously
funny, moving, tragic, and always appealing. PRAISE: “To say that Ellen Gilchrist
can write is to say that Placido Domingo can sing. All you need to do is listen.”
—Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post “She is what they call a natural, writing
with passion, authority and a noticeable lack of the self-consciousness that
weighs down much of contemporary fiction.” —San Francisco Examiner-Chronicle
“Ellen Gilchrist’s achievement is to create lives which refuse to be bound on the
page by words and sentences . . . the writing is full of understanding that doesn’t
advertise itself as perception or insight.” —London Daily Telegraph
Three intertwining novellas about love, death, and the bonds of blood: “To say
that Ellen Gilchrist can write is to say that Placido Domingo can sing.”—Jonathan
Yardley, The Washington Post Journeying through the lives of different members
of the Hand family, Ellen Gilchrist weaves together tumultuous relationships that
are bound by blood. A harrowing custody battle leads Anna Hand to Istanbul and
back to ensure once and for all that her niece is safe from her conniving
mother’s ploys. Jessie, finally free from her mother’s influence, has her life
upended when Olivia, the sister she never knew she had, appears at the Hands’
home. Between this and the shocking loss of her aunt, Jessie doesn’t know if her
resentment of Olivia comes from their chaotic meeting or something suspicious
bubbling just beneath Olivia’s surface. Meanwhile Olivia, the half-Native
American child who had never known a normal family, must cope with this new
world of high society. Losing Anna, and having a dark and desperate secret
exposed, may send her back to Tahlequah—if it doesn’t send her over the edge
first. And Anna, leaving a legacy of literature in her wake, may do more harm in
death than she ever wanted in life, as her sister enters a vicious fight to recover
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her lost writing… “Always she takes the long, comic view of her characters'
frailties, for only through the chaos they create, she seems to suggest, do family
trees writhe toward the light.”—The New York Times “Gilchrist brilliantly captures
the intimate accents and rhythms of a family under stress.”—Publishers Weekly
“A thoroughly engaging work.”—Library Journal
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